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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—ELECTRIC SWITCH,
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER.

Mr. LANDER (without nofice) asked
the Speaker: Is it pessible fo have this
(indieating)  electric switch in
Chamber shifted? 1t leaves only nine
inehes of gangway through which to pass.
Some of us will be proceeding against
you, Mr. Speaker, under the Workers’
Compensation Act.

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. mem-
ber might appreciate the tronble taken to
malke him eomfortable. The hon. member
is not too badly off. I am afraid I cannot
help him in the matter.

The Premier: The man who puot it
there onght to get the “sack.”” whoever he
Is.

QUESTION—POWELLISED SLEEP-
ERS FOR TRANS-AUSTRALIAN
RATLWAY.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (without no-
tice) asked the Premier: 1, Has his at-
tention been drawn to the questions asked
in the House of Representatives by Sir
John TForrest yesterday in regard to karri
sleepers, No. 6 of which read as follows:—
“Ias any arrangement or undersianding
been entered into with the Government
of Western Australia as to supplying
powellised ksrri for sleswers for tha

the.

[ASSEMBLY.]

traus-Australian  railway?’ The reply
given by the Minister in the House of
Representatives was “no.” 2, If, in the
cireumstances, the Premier could give the
House any information as to what action
he purposed taking in conseguence of this
reply?

The PREMIER replied: My attention
had not been drawn to this question until
the hon. member read it out. 1 desire
to explain to the House that the Prime
Minister wired to me last week stating
that the Government were forwarding the
necessary papers to enter into a contract

‘for the supply of 1% million of karri

sleepers. The guestion as to whether or
not they should be powellised is for future
consideration.

Hon. Frank Wilsoa: Then the reply
given by the Minister must be wrong.

The PREMIER.: No, the answer was
correct. The question was in regard to
whether or nof -any arrangements had
been entered into to supply powellised
sleepers. They are now dealing with the
question of whether or not the sleepers
should he powaellised.

The Minister for Works:
the powellising themselves.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: In the sair-
cumstances this does not appear to have
been a proper reply to give, because cer-
tainly there is some understanding in re-
gard to the sleepers.

The Premier: Yes, but not in regard
to powellised sleepers,

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : The question
reads. “Has any arrangement or nnder-
standing been entered into with the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia to supply
nowellised kavei for sleepers?’ I under-

They may do

stood vou had a eontract.

The PREMIER: Yes, for the supply
of kari sleepers alone; the question of
whether the State or the Commaonwealth
will powellise them is for future con-
sideraticon.

BILL—INEBRRTATES.

Tntroduced hy the Altorney General
ond read a first time.
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MOTIONS (3)—RAILWAY ROUTES,
QUAIRADING - NUNAJIN  AND
WICKEPIN-MERREDIN.

Mr. MONGER (York): I move—
Plans of alterations.

That there be placed on the Table of
the House plans of the Quairading-
Nunajin line of railway and the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line of railway as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board, and also
plans showing the alterations since de-
cided upon.

He said: Seeing in front of me that very
large plan on the wall, T fail to see how
it eould very well be placed on the Table
of the House. However, as the object of
my motion is already practically given
effect to, I desire to amend my motion
to read that the plans be placed on the
walls of the Chamber instead of on the
Table.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member
will leave his motion in its original form
his intention will be given effect to just
the same.

Mr. MONGER: Well, I shall content
myself with formally moving the motion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I second the motion.

Question put and passed.

Reports of Engineers.
Mr. MONGER (York): I move—

That there be laid upon the Table of
the House the reporis of engineers and
advisors whick caused alterations of
routes as recommended by the Advisory
Bouard as regards the Quairading-Nuna-
jin and the Wickepin-Merredin lines of
railway.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
second the mofion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I have no objection
to laying on the Table the engineers’
reports in connection with the Quair-
ading - Nunajin line, hut the deviation
of the Wickepin - Merredin line is al-
ready the subject of investigation hy a
select committee in another place, and,
according to to-day’s Notice Paper, it is
praposed- later on to move for a similar
committee in this Chamber. Under the
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cireumstances I think we could well leave
this question of alteration of route to the
committee or conmnittees to investigate,
and for that reason I do not think the
hon. member should press for the papers,
seeing that they will be placed before the
committee or committees in due course,
even if the committee of another place
have not already got the papers in their
possession.  If the hon, member will
amend his motion, limiting it to the
Quairading-Nunajin deviation, T will be
pleased to furnish the papers.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must get someoue else to move the amend-
ment.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): 1 move—

That the words “and the Wickepin-

Merredin’ be struck out.

Amendment passed.

Question as amended put and passed.

Report of Minister to Cabinet.

Mr. MONGER (York): I mcve—
Lhat there be laid upon the Table of
the House the report as furnished by
the BMinister for Works te Cabinet,
whieh caused so serious an olteration.
from the Advisory DBoard’s recom-
mendation i regard to the Wickepin-

Merredin railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I must ask the hon.
member not to press the motion, for the
veasons advanced in connection with the
previous one. The whole of these papers
will go before the select committees, and
consequently the matter will be fully in-
vestigated. In the eireumstances I do not
think the papers should be tabled, be-
cause I am of opinion that the existing
select committee has already ealled for
them,

Mr. MONGER: With the permission
of the House, I desire to withdraw the
motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

PAPERS — LAND BOARD ALLOCA-
TIONS.

Mr. MONGER (York) moved—

That there be laid upon the Table
of the House the full file, including the
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evidence taken before the Land Board,
in regard to C.P. 28005/55 and C.I,
13454/55, and Ilomestead Farms
16408/7¢ and 7023/74.

He said: My intention was to formally
move this motion, but if it be the desire
of the Attorney General and members
sitting opposite that I shall go into my
reasons for asking for tbis information,
1 am quite prepared to do so. I may tell
the House that the lands to which I am
veferring in this motion are owned by
the Minister for Works and the Minister
for Lands, and at one time the Premier
was connected with one of the holdings.
I am not asking for the land transactions
of small fry to be dealt with, but during
the recent elections there were many re-
ferences made to these holdings, and I
think that the House and the people are
entitled te the fullest information in re-
gard to any Minister’s land transactions.
T do not wish to make any personal re-
marks. If the Government are willing ta
place on the Table the information I am
asking for—and surely there ean be no
reason for objeetion—that is all I want.
I therefore move the motion standing in
my name,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I second the motion.

The Premier: I will support it.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—PERTH TOWN HALL
SITH.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth) moved—

That in the opinion of this House it
is no! desirable to consider the pur-
chase of the present town hall site
until after a referendum of the rate-
payers has been taken in reference to
the selection of a mew site for a fown
hall,

He said: In moving this motion T have
every confidence that the members of the
House will support it. Most of the mem-
bers are aware that this question has been
under discussion by the eity couneil for
fourteen to sixteen years, and no finality
has yet been reached. I think that cloze
on £2,000 has been spent on plans and

[ASSEMBLY.]

specifications, and other expenses in con-
nection with designs for a new town hall,
The latest attitude of the eity council is
to my mind a regular boyeott. About
January the Premier wrote to the city
council, and offered to make a deal with
reference io a valuable site on the
northern side of the railway, and he got
a polite note back from the e¢ity council
that they did not intend to consider any
site north of the railway line, An atii-
tude such as thai, hon, members must
realise, is nothing but a boyeott. Throagh-
out the whole of these transactions there
seems to have been tco much considera-
tion of perscnal interests as ngainst pub-
lic interests. On every occasion personal
interests have been out before the public
interest. The last lot of plans were
passed and paid for, but I venture to say,
without fear of contradietion, that neither
of the adopted plans conformed to the
specifications laid down. I mentioned
that fact in the council, but received no
support, and I walked out of the couneil
at the time when they awarded the money
to the successful competitors, When we
know that this sort of thing is going on,
it is our duty to ask the Government lo
hold their bands in reference to this pur-
chase. The Government have offered io
transfer to the ecity council a valuable
block of land in additien to a certain
monetary consideration, and I say thal if
this were done on a business basis it
wonld put the councilt in a better position
than it is te-day, and bring in a revenue
of £2,000 a year. I see no necessity for
erecting a new town hall at the present
rmoment. A new town hall wonld cost the
ratepayers fully sixpence in the pound,
and I say there is no necessity to build
this hall for a few years if (he couneil
take over the site which the Government
have offered. 1 hope the House will pass
this motion, and lell the eity eouncil that
they will have to consider public interest
before private interest.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): Tt is not
my intention te iake up mueh time in
dealing with this matter, The member
for East Perth has moved to the eifect
that the purehase of the present town hall
site should not be eonsidered until nfier
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a referendum of the ratepayers has been
taken in reference o the selection of a
new site, and in the next breath he in-
forms us that he thinks the question of
building a town hall eould be left in abey-
ance for many years to come.

Mr, Lander: That is a new town hall.

Mr. ALLEN: I think that if the Gov-
ernment have definitely decided to build
on that land known as the old police
eourt site—and I admit that is advis-
able to build a block of administrative
offices—they should bave also the site oe-
cupied by the present town hall. If the
police court site is resumed or again taken
possession of by the Government the pre-
sent town hall site would be too small
for a new buiding, and it would be nnwise
to even ask the ratepayers to express an
opinion as to whether the council shonld
build on such a small site as that., T
would remind the member for East Perth
that even when a referendum is taken of
ihe ratepayers that dees not finally settle
the matter; the eity couneil would still
have to go to the property-owners to get
the money with which to build a new town
hall. In view of the statement made by
the Attorney General the other night that
ihe local governing bodies have no rights
exeept those given by Parliament, and
as Parliament proposes to take away from
the city ecouncil valuable reversionary
rights, T think it would be well if the
Government took this maiter into their
own hands, and built a town hall for the
citizens; they eould call it a State hall
if they liked. T can assure the Govern-
ment. there would not be any objection
on the part of the citizens of Perth.

The Premier: What about the Trades
Hall; would that do?

My, ALLEN: We do not want the
Trades Hall, and I hope that the fown
hall will not be put close to ‘the Trades
Hall. The local governing bodies have
no rights or powers according to the At-
torney General, and I, therefore, throw
out that suggestion to the Government.
A town hall is always a white elephant,
and it wonld mean a considerable espense
to build it on a site on the other side of
the railway. J want to remind the mem-
ber for East Perth again that a referen-
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dum of the ratepayers would not settle the
matter; it would still have to go before
the properly owpers, and I would pre-
fer to have a cash offer made by. the Pre-
mier for the present site. I do seriously
suggest for the Government's considera-
tion that they should build a tewn hall
for the City,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan):
Whilst being’ thoroughly in sympathy with
the member for East Perth, I think the
House will see the wisdom of not ecarrying
this moticn. We bave no right to dictate
to the city council how they are to pro-
ceed in selecting 2 site for the town hall.

Mr. Lander: Yes, you bave, if you con-
sider the interests of the public. -

The PREMIER: It wounld mean that
if weé were to follow that to ils logieal
conclusion, and were satisfied that per-
sonal interests were being considered to
the detriment of puablie interests, we would
have to supersede the eity council.

Mr. Lander: That would not do mueh
havo.

The PREMIER: T hold with the mem-
ber for Bast Perth the view that the peo-
ple of Perth should be consulted before
a huge sum of money is spent in the eree-
tion of a town hall, but we, as a Parlia-
ment, have no right to dictate to the eity
council that they should do so.

Mr. Lander: We are supreme.

The PREMIER: Though we are sup-
reine, there ave times when it is not wise
to show our supremaey. The question,
however, is one that affects the Govern-
ment and Parliament, because we have dis-
covered that the public offices, as at pre-
sent provided, ave totally inadequate to
house our publie servants, and to-day we
are paying a huge sum every year by
way of rent for offices rented and leased
from private owners; in faet, if the sum
were capitalised we counld bunild publie
offices at an outlay of something over
£80,000, pay four per cent. for our money,
and still be on the right side. That is not
a very satisfactory state of affairs, und
the Government are not prepared to allow
it to eontinue. We have already taken
sleps to provide new offices on the old
police court site and the present Savings
Barl eite. which survound tbe nresent
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town hall. T want to eorrect the mewmber
for West Perth in his statement that the
Government have resumed or re-taken the
old police’ court site. The site never went
out of our possession, and that being so
we could not take it back.

Mr. Allen: But you were holding the
title with the idea of amending it.

The PREMIER: The Government were
holding the title while the ecouncil con-
sideved our offer, hut we could not bold
it indefinitely, and the council having
failed to accept our offer;, we decided to
evect Government offices on the old police
court site, with the vesult that the present
town hall site is wholly nnsuitable to hold
the town hall of a ity like Perth, Henece
we are considering the advisability of
making a cash offer {o the eity couneil for
the present town hall site so that we can
then erect public buildings, taking in the
whole of that corner. At the present time
I am placed in the position that quite a
number of Treasury officers are on sick
leave, and during the last twelve months,
two officers, and in the two years three
officers, have died, and two or three others
are suffering from the same dizsease. Tt
bas become so serious that I have asked the
Health Department to immediately fumi-
gale the building, and I have asked the
Works Departinent to make provision
in the new building for housing the Trea-
sury officers. I have no desire fo ask our
officers to work in the future under the
conditions prevailing to-day in the Trea-
sury. It is lo this deparvtment we have
to look to preserve the interests of the
faxpayers of the State, yet there is no de-
partment so hadly sitnated in regard to
offices and conveniences. Therefore we
must look round and find other offices
more suilable. I believe we can provide
publie offices on that ecorner for the
Agrieultural Bank, the Taxation Depart.
nienf, the Treasury, and the Savings Bani:.
They will be beautifully situated and on
a totally different basis from the present
offices. At present nearly every officer
has a litile room to himself, and the re-
sult is there is no supervision, unless a
highly-paid officer is continually walkiig
round to the different rooms supervising
the others.

[ASSEMBIA ]

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier is not
in order,

The PREMIER: The town hali site
hinges upon tha guestion of publie offices.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not the
motion.

The PREMIER: I was pointing cut
that we are pul into the position of mak-
ing an offer for the iown hall site, be-
cause we are putting pnblie buildings on
a site which they consider theirs.

Mr. 8PEAKER: As long as tlc Pre-
migr does not stray too far from the
molion he may proeged.

The PREMIER: I have no intention
of agreeing to the motion, I wish to ex-
plain to the House why it is unnecessary
such a motion should be submitted, and
I think it is due to members that they
should have the information I can give
them,

" Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
may proceed.
The PREMIER: We have to laok

round to provide public offices, and the
Government are strongly of opinion that
the present block on which most of our
public offices are situated should be wholly
used for the purpose of publie offices, and
that it is a totally inadequate site for a
town hall unless the counecil have addi-
tional land; but under the eirenmstances
I have explained, the pressing need for
Eurther offices in whieh to house our pub-
lic servants, the Government could not
pernit the council to use any further land
than they have at present. That brings
us to fthe point that we must be fair to
the Perth City Council. If they are de-
sirous of erecting a town hall, and if they
permit us to take the present site. we
wish to give them fair consideration if
they meet us fairly in the matter.

Alr. Lander: It iz your duty to treat
the ratepayers fairly.

The PREMIER: We are not entitled
to dictate to the Perth City Council.
These are matters on whieh the rate-
payers can dictate to the council at the
next election.

Alr. TLander: So we will, next Navem-
her.

The PREMIER: The hon. member can
rest assured that nothing of a definite
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nature will transpire between this and
then.

Mr. Lander: Oh, yes, they may pay a
deposit on eertain land.

The PREMIER: We have nol given
them the money; we bave not arrived at
a settlement of the amount.. On the other
hand, passing this motion may hold the
matter np for years. The ratepayers
may not desire a referendum, and we
would have to refuse to pay the money
over until the resolution was eventually
rescinded, that is if we are to comply
with the wislies of Parliament. T think
it ean be very well left to the ratepayers
to decide the issue themselves. If they
desire a referendum I think they are en-
titled to have one, but they have all the
powers necessary for the purpose of get-
ting it. In these cirnemstances T hope the
House will not agree to the motion. It is
true we are negotiating for the purchase
of the present site in order to ereet publie
offices on it, but it will be suitable for
hounsing officers who are at present housed
in private offices in different parts of the
City.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): It
is quite true that this vexed question of
the Perth town hall has occupied the at-
tention of Governments of the State and
City councillors for a nomber of years past
—fifteen vears I think the hon. member
said in meving the motion—at the same
time, if this motion is carried, it will in-
terfere with any aetion the couneil may
suggest taking in connection with the pro-
vision of a nmew town hall. I agree with
the Premier that it is not the proevinee of
this Parliament to dictate to the municipal
eouncil as to how they should proceed
with their business. If they come to the
conclugion that a new town hall is desir-
able, it is for them to decide that gquestion
with the ratepayers--whether by refer-
endum or by any other means at their
disposal it matters not to us as a Pariia-
ment. But the great point we have to
consider is whether the Government re-
quire this building for public purposes.
I think there ean be no doubt whatever
as to the answer. For years past it has
been recogmised that the Government offi-
cers have been indifferently housed. First

of nll, we had to give up the General Post
Office to the Federal authorities. Of
conrse it was used as a post office pre-
viously, but as years went by and we re-
quired further accommodation, the Gen-
eral Post Office became very valnable in-
deed to the State Government for the pur-
pose of housing our own officials. We
hope the General Post Office will soon
fall into the hands of the State if the
Federal anthorities carry out their pro-
jected plan of ereciing a new General Post
Office on the site already resumed between
Murray-street and Wellington-street. T
hope they will hurry on with that work.
Theyx have resumed the property at enor-
mous cost.

Mr. Taylor: From the £2,000,000 sur-
plus.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: They have
plenty of surplus, and it is just as well
we should get the General Post Office
erected out of that; it will be some litile
veturn to Western Australia that has con-
tributed so much to the Commonwealth
surplus revenue. The question resolves
itself into this. as to whether the Gov-
ernment are properly eencerned as to the
future operations of the City eouncil or
whether they are not more properly eon-
cerned as to the future housing of their
own departments. I maintain that the
concern of Parliament is to seeing that
the Government have proper accommoda-
tion for their departments. The Premicr
and his eolleagues have rightly come to
the conelusion that the previous Govern-
ment came to several years ago, that it
is necessary, in the interests of the State,
that the whole block facing Barrack-
street, St. George’s-terrace, Hay-street,
and Cathedral-avenue shounld revert to the
Government., If we have rightly eon-
cluded that thiz is the proper course to
pursue, the Premier is to be commended
for standing up to that resolution and
saying, “We intend to have that site in
our own hands, and are prepared to deal
fairly with the City counecil for the ae-
quisition of the town hall site.” The old
police court hnildings have already been
taken by the Government. The Premier
announces the Government intend to build
on the old police eourt site and on the
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Savings Bank site. The Savings Bank,
of course, belongs to the State, al-
though I believe that the City coureil va
one occasion put forward some claim to
that site; or, at any rate, they claimed
they had some right to extend the town
hall over the existing Savings Bank, and
I believe the elaim eonld not be snbstan-
tiated; but, with-regard to the old police
court site in Barrack-street, undoubtedly
the council have a much better and
stronger claim.

‘The Premiey: They had.

Hon. TRANK WILSON: There is no
duubt they have a much stronger claim.
Tlhey bhad an understanding with the
James Government that the site wounld
come into their hands, provided they
spent a vertain sum of money on it within
a cerfain time in the erection of a new
town hall.

Mr. Allers: There was no time limit,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, there
was a time Mmit, and the time has ex-
pired. The Premier is right. The time
expired to a certain extent beeanse we
utilised the bunilding for public purposes.
We held it for police court purpaeses.

The Premier: No, they negotiated with
another Government, and a Bill was in-
troduced to Parliament, which was thrown
out, for another site altogether. That
was sinee then.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The site was
granted to them by the James Adminis-
fration on condition that they spent a cer-
tain sum of money on a town hall in a
certain time.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): And the couneil turned it down.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
know that they did. At any rate the time
expired. They were arguing as to whether
there was sufficient area with the old
police court site, and the result was that
they did not do anything with it, and the
time elapsed. The title has pever heen
transferred to the council, and now the
Premier tells us he is going to bnild there
and also on the Savings Bank site. I
would ask the Premier to sce that the de-
signs are a portion of a complete scheme.

The Premier : That is right.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, FRANK WILSON: So that,
when we do get the town ball site, as we
st get i, fur Government purposes
eventually, it will be one complete scheme
of Government architecture around that
corner, and in keeping with the buildings
already in Cathedral-avenue, and in keep-
ing with the additions necessary in con-
neetion with the existing public offices
facing Barrack-street and St. George's-
ferrace.

The Premier : That portion will have
ta be rebuilt. ‘

Hon. FRANK WILSON : I think so.
We may be perfectly sure that it is desir-
able the State should have that property
and that the council must not stand in the
way. I hope the Premier will make a
cash offer for the site. Let him submit
it to arbitration if he likes; at any rate
let him get the thing sebtled. The Gov-
ernment must bave the site. As to what
the council will do with the meney when
they get it, I do not think it absolutely
concerns this Parliament. The eouncil are
responsible to the ratepayers for their
actions, and the member for East Perth,
as an old councillor, must know that he
would have been the first one to find fault
with Parliament if it were suggested to
interfere with the counecil’s actions. Te
insinnate here that beeanse he thinks there
is some personal interest involved and
that a cheque will pass quickly in con-
nection with some proposed new site for
a town hall, is an argument we cannot en-
tertain for a moment in this Parliament.

Mr. Lander: You know the site has been
in the eve for about sixieen years.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Which site?

Mr. Lander: The Bungalow site; it has
always been the bugbear against the town
hall being ereected.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have heard
that sile mentioned on many oceasions,
but the counecil eould not get an offer of
the site for many years. I know the site
I wanted 1o hand over to the council, that
was lhe Trwin-street site. 1 offered it
with £22,000 in eash. T still think it would
he a very suitable site for the pnrpose,
with the town hall facing St. George’s
terrace and the municipal offices in
Barrack-street.
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The Premier: There is no more suitable
sile in Ausiralia for a town hall than the
drill hall site.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is a
maztter of opinion. “The Cloisters,” in St.
George’s-terrace, was another site brought
under my notice at one time, and we took
steps to suggest that the site might be
handed over to the municipal couneil for
the purpose of 2 town hall. Then they
missed the ‘bus on that occasion and the
result was that the property was parted
with. A skating rink has been built on
- one portion of it and the other portion,
T think, has also changed hands. Still,
that is not the question we are hothering
ourselves about this afternoon,  Many
sites have heen offered. The site of the
resumed land near the Beanfort-street
bridge was talked about, and, if it had not
heen required for railway purposes, it
might have proved a useful site. In re-
gard to the drill hall site being the most
useful, I dare say it is in so far as its
close proximity to the Trades Hall is eon-
cerned, this place being right opposite,
and the ereetion of a town ball there
wonld have the effect of the muniecipal
authorities being kept within the pale, if
not the influence, of the Trades Hall. I
may say at once that T have no predilec-
tion in favour of one site or another.

That is a wmatter for the ecouneil
and the ratepayers to decide, and,
if they in their wisdom, think it is

desirable to have a referendum on
the question, let them have it. The Pre-
mier’'s coneern to-day is not as to the
future decision of the council but as to
ihe proper housing of his departments,
and in this respect I am supporting him.
11 had long been the policy of the Liberal
- Adminigtration fo have the whole admini-
sirative bloek from Barrack-street to
Cathedral-avenue, and I hope the Premier
will see that be gefs eonirol of the town
hall, and that if he eannot get it by other
means, he will get it by resumption.

The Premier: Do not press thal pont
too mueh, vou will make me suspicions,

Hon. FRANK WILSOQN: If-the hon.
member does not think it wise to do that
T shall have the opportunity later on of
attacking him for his negligence. We
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want, of course, to satisfy the representa-
tives of the ratepayers, and, therefore,
negotiations must take place. Up to the
present moment, however, those negotia-
tions have failed and it is for the Govern-
ment to aet.

Hon. W. €. Angwin {Honorary Mini-
ster): The negotiations showed that the
eouncil were not reasonable.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They were
not reasonable. It is necessary, however,
to exhaust every means of negotiation he-
fore taking drastic measures in matters of
this kind. You eannot take a man by the
throat and say that in the publie interests
you must have his property. You must
first negotiate and fry and make some
reasonable arrangement.

The Premier: You did not do that when
you resumed the land for railway pue-
poses.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, we did.

The Premier: No, you did not, and we
have not yet fixed up with some of the
people.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
is not at all generous to me; there is not
a spark of generosity in bhis nature. Here
T am for the second time in 24 hours sup-
porting him—Iast night T was with the
Premier in trying to give a fair deal to
that dear old country Ireland, and this
afternoon I am supporting him in con-
nection with this matter, and he imme-
diately begins to east a doubt upen my
honesty of purpose.

The Premier: I am pointing out that
you do not negofiate when compulsorily
resuming land; we decide to resume the
land and then negotiate.

Hon. FRANE WILSON: We always
negotiated in order to have something to
go upon so far as values were concerned.

The Premier: We did in connection. with
those East Perth blocks.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Unfortu-
nately, I have no interest in those blocks
now. At one time T did sell them, but for
many years past T have had no interest
in them. A reasonable price was paid
for that land; some people think that too
mueh was paid, but T am not of that
opinion. We followed the custom which
had always been adopted in the past;
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whenever we required land we fixed the
value by private deal. if 1hat private deal
wps reasonable, and then resumed what
was required. We eannot lay down a hard
and fast rule with regard to these nego-
tiations, and | beiieve the ofticers of the
department should have control of these
wretters in every instanee. They endea-
vour to do their best (o secure n fair deal
for the State and that is all that the Pre-
mier can expeet from them, and all that
I can expect from them, 1 hope the House
will not agree to this motion. It is a
flimsy excuse that there is some personal
interest in eonnection with some site. If
the hon. member thinks the council or
the mayor will immedialely put down a
clieque, that will hardly be sufficient to
influence ns into taking aetion which must
be construed into an undue interference
wich the functions of the municipal coun-
eil, '

Mr. LANDER (in reply): I am sur-
prised at the attitude which has been
taken up by the Premier and the leader
of the Opposition. T thonght both these
gentlemen had more backbone. The rate-
payers, |hrough (heir representatives in
the north ward, have asked that a refer-
endum should be taken on this guestion
of the town hall site, and the city conneil
promised that it would be taken.

Mr. Allen: That is where the personal
interest is, in the north ward.

Mr. LANDER: What did some of the
ecouncillors do? Their action should be
sufficient to justify the Government step-
ping in, Immediately the councillors who
were concerned about the publie interest
were absent, a vote was taken in the
council rejecting the referendum. Do you
eall that straight-going? Should not the
Premier say we will set our foot against
such a thing? It is certainly time that
ihe Government did step in.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Ts the hon. memn-
ber in order in reflecting upon the ecity
eonncil in this way?

Mr. SPEAKER:
persons against whom members are not
eniitled to east reflections, but the mem-

bers of the city eonncil are not ineluded

among thenw.

There are certain
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Mr. LANDER: If we turn up the re-
eords of the city connell of three weeks
ago we will find that a majority iried io
rescind the rvesolufion dealing with the
negotiations for the site on the north side
of the railway line, and also to veseind
the resolution regarding the refersndum,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did they not
do it?

Mr, LANDER: Yon know well why.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr, LANDER: This kind of thing is
of comimnon oceurrence in the council.
There are eertain councillors who take
advantage of the absence of their oppon-
ents. In this particular insiance, though
there was a majority in (he couneil, it
wias necessary to have a  two-thirds
majority, and becavse that two-thirds was
not present Lhe proposal was lost. When
the Premier and the leader of the Oppo-
sition find this sort of thing going on it
is their duty to step in and protect the
ratepayers’ interests against what I eall
nothing bhut municipal jobbery.

Question put and negatived.

MOTION—LEPROSY IN THE
NORTH-WEST.

- Mr. GARDINER (Roebourne) moved—

That in view of the report submitted
by Dr. Moleney to the Commissioner of
{lealth, to lhe effect that leprosy is
endemic in the district including Mar-
die, ('herrita, and Karrartha stalions,
Jand, in view of further statemenis that
fresh cases of the disease have recently
occurred, this House is of opinion that
all  natives on 1he above-mentioned
stalions should he seyregaled as contacis
of the disease.

He said: In rising to submit the motion
standing in my name I do so with the
utmost eonfidence as fo the manner in
which it will be receivéd by this Chamber,
inasmueh as when T briefly outline the
origin and history of this dreaded disease,
and also point out the gross negligence
which has been displayed by the Health
anthorities in coping with Ihis question,
members will realise how necessary it is
that some drastic and immediate aetion
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should be taken in order to prevent the
spread of the dreadful complaint. Some
three years ago a peculiar symptom mani-
fested itself amongst certain tribes of
nafives in close proximity lo the town of
Roebonrne. This eomplaint puzzled those
with whom tle natives eame into eontact,
and the result was that the sufferers were
sent to the resident medical officer at
Roebourne, who promptly diagnosed the
disease as leprosy in its true form. The
people uf Roebonrne were naturally
somewhat alarmed at this state of affairs,
and the result was that instruetions were
issued that the natives shonld he segre-
gated on a portion of the mainland ad-
Jacent to Cossack. A warder was ap-
pointed to take charge of them and, so
far as I am aware, the health authovities
allowed the men to stay there a consider-
able time until it was ascertained that
other natives who were apparently clean
were admitted to the reserve, and they
in turn were mingling with their own
particular tribes in the Cossack districi.
At this stage, 12 months later, it was
decided that the natives should be re-
moved from the mainland and placed on
an island which was set aside as a lazar-
ette. This island, according to the re-
port of the doctor, who was sent speeifi-
cally to report on the disease, was abso-
Jutely destitute of wood and water, and
the natives were compelled to live there
under the tender merey of an Asiatie of
a most dnbious character, who was ap-
pointed to take charze of them. This
state of affairs continued for a further
period until the health authorities be-
lieved they liad done all in their power
to stamp out the disease. Then the people
of Roebourne manifested some eoncern
at the condition of affairs and the author-
ities decided to appoint a professional
expert to travel through the north-west-
ern portions bf the State and report as
to the prevalence of the disease or other-
wise. Dr. Moloney, in whom I have
the utmost confidence, and who has had
years of experience in lazareites in other
parts of the world, was selecied for the
task. He commenced his peregrinations
at (asecoyne and proeeeded to many of

the stations. Apparently in this part of
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the distriet the natives were clean, but
he arrived at the station where the disease
first manifested itself, and with the per-
mission of the Honse I will vead extracts
from the doetor’s repori, which are
stronger evidence than any 1 ean bring
before members.  Dr. Moloney says—

After leaving Yarraloola Station I
visited Mardie station on the Fortescue
River, arriving at the station on the
11th Oectober. This station proved to
be of particular interest in connection
with the objeet of the expedition inas-
much as it was from this place that the
lirst three cases of leprosy oceurring
aniong the North-West aborigines came.
These cases were diagnosed by me in
Roehourne over two years ago as cases
of true leprosy. ‘These three cases,
two of which have since died of the
disease, were residents on this station
(Mardie) all their lives.

Going on to refer to a case of suspected
leprosy alleged to have been at large near
the Forteseue viver, the doctor explained
that, at his suggestion, this native was
apprehended by the Roebourne police.
Then bis report resumes— _

At the time of his apprehension he
was shearing at Mardie station where he
had been employed on and off nearly
the whole of his life. I examined him
at Bezout Island on the 28tk October
and found him to be suffering from
well marked leprosy.

Now, Mr, Speaker, this report was sub-
mitted to the health inspector. Let me
read further from the doetor’s report; he
says—

Kurrartha and Chirvata stations were
reached on the 7th November. These
two properties proved like Mardie sta-
tion to be very interesting as far as the
object of the expedition was concerned
as it was from Chirraba that the two
females came whose cases in 1909 were
diagnosed by me in Roebourne as frue
leprosy. One of these, Clara, has since
died of the disease, and the other,
Wagar, still drags out a miserable ex-
istence at the leper lazavet. Twenty-
five natives were examined on this pro-
perty (Kurrartha and Chirrata), and
here again another fresh ease of leprosy
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was found, {he viciim being a male

native named Dunean.

Sinee the furnishing of this report it has
been confirmed. TLet me read a letter I
have received quite reeently from a
gentleman in Roebourne, one of most re-
liable character, and who occupies a
responsible position in the town.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What is the date
of the doctor’s report?

Mr. GARDINER: It is dated nine
months ago, and sinee that report nothing
has been done in regard to the treatment
of lepers or the amelioration of the con-
ditions of those on the island suffering
at the present time. The letter reads as
follows :—

Leper Lazaret at Bezout Island: This
matter is still in a very unsatisfactory
eondition, and prompt aetion is neces-
sary bo remedy same. Aboriginal lepers
are still being brought in from Mardie
station, one being sent to this island
during May. The whole of the natives
on this station should he immediately
segregated, as they are only employad
en the station during shearing, about
two months in the year. The rest of
their time is occupied in beacheombing
for the owners of the station, and
freely intermingling with the Asiaties
employed as crews of the pearling Ing-
gers. Only last week it was reported
by an Asiatic wood contractor for the
supply of fuel for the lepers, that the
latter were starving and in urgent need
of water.

The Asiatic wood contractor contracted
to supply these lepers. He has free ac-
cess to the island, notwithstanding the
faet that le is of dublous character, and
has been convicted of offences in regard
to the aborigines. The letter continnes—
This Asiatic during his visits to the
lazaret with wood had on two oceasions
given these unfortunates both food and
water. The resident magistrate, whan
notified, gave immediate instructions
for both food and water to be sent out
by this Asiatic.
1 would like to point out that although
there is some divergenece amongst medical
men as to the danger of white men eon-
tracting this disease, like many others I
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hold the opinion that*the fact of these
natives heing free to roam about at their
own sweet will through this partienlar dis-
triet constitutes a menace to the whole of
the eommunity of Western Australia.
Those of us who are compelled to live in
the North, where natives are relatively
numerous, know that they are not con-
spicuous for personal cleanliness, but live
in conditions which, in themselves, are
opposed to all principles of health. If,
as the doctor so confidently reports, the
dizease exists among these natives, there
is no knowing where it will stop. One
eminent doctor told me it was quite pos-
sible for a white man travelling through
the eountry to handle some material or
other which the affected aborigines had
handled, and so eontract the disease—with
this peenliar feature: that he might subse-
quently come to the metropoils, or visit
any other part of Australia, with the
germs of the disease dormant in his sys-
tem, and pevhaps convey them to others
in whom the germs would at once become
active, and manifest themselves before the
unfortunate eonveyer of them was himself
aware that he, too, was a vietim fo the
disease. I contend the Government should
take immediate action to segregate every
native in the vicinity of the three stations
mentioned in my molion. The eost might
be considerable, bul there is plenty of
fairly good country in the district which
could be resumed at a nominal price, and
upon which these natives ecould be placed.
If this were done, and a special station
formed, it would in lime become self-
maintaining, or, at the very least, would
give such a return as would substantially
reduce the actual cost. And when speak-
ing of cost we must realise that the health
of (he community is at stake. Iiven if
hon. members are not afraid of the disease
reaching Perth, I would ask them to dis-
play sowe sympathy with the white men
who have to travel through the northern
distriets, 1 might say that there is, and
has been for a long time past, great con-
sternation among the white men in the
vicinity of these stations in consequence
of the existence of the disease. In my
opinion the Government shonld take im-
mediate action to stir up the healih
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anthorities, If their handling of this
leper guestion may be taken as an indiea-
tion of the general ability of the health
authorities, then for absolute ineptitude
and enlpable negligence they are un-
equalled in any department of Western
Australia, or, I hope, of any of the Aus-
traltan States. Here we have in our
midst one of the worst complaints known
in history. As far back as we ean go this
leprosy has been dreaded by mankind.
Yet if breaks oul in owr midst, and the
health authorities sit back and take no
action whatever, allowing the Asiatics lo
come and go among the lepers as they
please. Dr. Moloney in his report told
us that an Asiatic had brought ashore and
distribnted among the white residents fish
which had been canght by the lepers.
And, in the face of this, the health
authorities sit back on the score of
economy. I say it is a seandalous shame.
It is time the Government took some
steps to prevent the spread of this
disease, and, if possible, stawp it ont en-
tirely. T think the extracts I have read
from the doctor’s report will be sufficient
to convinee hon. members of the neeessity
for immediate action.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : There is no doubt hon. mem-
bers will sympathise with the member for
Roebourne. So far as the department is
concerned, let me say that immediately it
was reported, in 1909, that leprosy ex-
isted in that distriet, or that its existence
was suaspected, action was taken to pro-
tect the unaffected natives. It is true
that the Government, at the time, experi-
enced a good deal of difficulty in ascer-
taining how far the disease had spread,
and, as hon. members may judge, there
was also a good deal of difficulty to be
faced 'in segregating the natives. The
Government were of opinion that it was
necessary the natives should be taken
from the mainland and placed on an
island, for the purpose of isolating them
from the other natives on the mainland.
Consequently these natives were pul on
the island which the hon. member now
condemns. Even at that time, the Min-
ister controlling the department was not
too well satisfied with the island on which
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the natives were placed; but it was a
matter of urgency and it was necessary
that steps should be taken immediately,
and consequently this, the most conveni-
ent island at the time, was transformed
into a lazaret to accommodate natives
suffering from the disease. The hon.
member stated that nothing had been
done to rid the country of this disease,
but he went on to say that the Govern-
ment appointed Dr. Moloney

Mr, Gardiner: They did nething with
the doctor’s report when it came to hand.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Hoporary
Minister) : The hon. member admitted
that they appointed Dr. Moloney to go
through the distriet and ascertain if
there was any person suffering from the
digease, The doctor’s report was brought
in eight or nine months ago. In that
report the doctor recommended the
making of periodical examinations. Ta-
day we have another medieal officer going
through that distriet for the purpose of
aseertaining whether there has been auy
further spread of the disease. Dr,
Moloney, at the time he made his in-
vestigation, feared that there were throe
or four additional natives suffering from
the disease, but it has now been proved
that there was one only, and he has been
placed in the lazaret. The numbers of
later date, to which the hon. member re-
ferred as having developed the disease,
have not been so many as the hon. mem-
ber would have us to believe.

Mr. Gardiner: T am depending on Dr.
Moloney’s report.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): But I mean since Dr.
Moloney’s report. It is true that daring
this year it was reported that another
four or five natives were suffering from
leprosy.

Mr. Underwood: That is enough to
start things going, surely. It ought to be
enough to start even Dr. Hope.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Yes, if it were true, but on
baeteriological examination it was proved
that only one additional native was suffer-
ing from the disease, and I think, seeing
that this disease was only brought under
the notice of the department in 1909
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Mr. Gardiner: Three years ago.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN {Honorary
Minister) : Seeing that it is necessary
that the medical officers should travel over
very long distanees for the purpose of
examinations, to ascertain to what degree
the disease existed, it speaks well for the
medical fraternity that they have been
able 1o arrest the disease so that within
the borders of this State they have been
able o find only four or five cases,

Mr. MeDonald: The report says that
probably further cases will be found.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honoraty
Minister) : To-day we bhave four or five
lepers on Bezout Island and endeavours
are being made to place them in a befter
position than the loealiy in which they
are now detained. I want members to
realise that the Aborigines Department
and the Medieal Department are endeav-
ouring to have a carveful examination
made throughout the distriets in which it
is supposed this disease exists, with a
view fo having the disease eradicated
entively. Seeing that is so, while
I sympathise with the hon. member and
while I rvealise that it is necessary to pro-
tect those who are not suffering from the
disease it will be diffienlt fo segregate
all contacts,. I must sav that the
Aborigines Department and the Medi-

cal Department have done what they
considered best in the interests of
the ecommunity. I have no objection

to the motion. T realise that it is neeces-
sary {hat those who come in coniact with
lepers should be kept apart for a con-
siderable time so that it may be ascer-
tained whether they have contracted the
disease. This is being done as far as
possible.

Mr. MeDONALD (Gascoyne) : It will
he appavent to hon, members that, as a
layman, certain diffienlties must exist in
dealing with a purely technical and pro-
fessional question such as this. But the
statements of the member for Roehourne
are backed up by the only evidence which
it is possible for us to obtain—certified
reports by various medical officers and
men connected with the Health Depart-
ment. Apart from Mr. Gardiner’s local
knowledge, we depend mainly upon the
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reports of Mr. Gale, the Chief Protector
of Aborigines, the annual report of the
Health Department and the report by Dr.
Moloney. 8o far as leprosy is coneerned.
there can be no doubt that segregation
must be held o be the only way of coping:
with the disease in its early stages. On
Mardie, oue of the stations dealt with, there
are from 60 to 100 natives living all the
year round, and the member for Koe-
bourne has pointed ont that after shear-
ing these men are sent to 'the coast; there
they come into contact with the Asiaties
from the pearling luggers, and there can
be nu doubt that it was through the
Asiaties that leprosy was introduced into
the North-West. Mr. Gale, in his report.
says—

Both sexes suffering from leprosy
have, on the authovity of the Medical
Department, been sent to the island and
arve living together. The question of
separating the sexes is one outside the
scope of this department.

That is a confession coming from the
Chief Protector of Aborigines,  These
people are put fogether on a small island,
and I maintain that something should he
done—the scope of the department should
if necessary be increased—to prevent any
possibility of the sexes living together on
that reserve. Mr. Gale goes on to say—
Unsuceessful efforts were made during
the year by many responsible persons
to send the leper patients to the loek
hospitals. This was strongly opposed
by myself on the grounds that unless
they were kepi within the four walls
of an euclosure, it would be impossible
to sezregate the lepers from the other
patients, and as these had been brought
from all portions of the State, it would
he extremely foolish to even run a re-
mote risk of discharged patients taking
germs of the disease into clean distriects.
Leprosy among natives, as far as can
be ascertained is confined to one loeality
in the State between Roebourne and
Ashburton, and every possible means
must be taken to prevent its spread to
other parts.
Strengthened by the extraet from that re-
port the member for Roebourne asked—
and I gladly support him in the matter—
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that proper precautions should be taken
to segregate the natives on the three sta-
tions mentioned, namely, Mardie, Cher-
rita, and Karrartha. Dr. Moloney, in his
exhaustive report dealt with the natives
on those three stations, and the member
for Roebourne is to be congratulated on
having the courage to bring forward what
wmight be considered an adverse motion in
behalf of the nafives in the North. Not-
withstanding the statement in the annual
report of the Medical Department that
one fresh case had been discovered
amongst natives amd eonfirmed by bae-
teriological examination, the report goes
on to say—
The case above mentioned was the only
result as far as leprosy was concerned,
but probably there arve still lepers in
this district who have not yet been re-
cognised, and who themselves are keep-
ing away, bnt a further examination of
the distriet will be undertaken during
the year, with a view to securing and
segregafing any person found to be
suffering from the disease.
The object of the motion is to ask that all
Ppossible contacts established on the three
stations mentioned should be immediately
segregated irs the interesis of the remain-
ing inhabitants of the State, whether ab-
original or white. I gladly support the
motion.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): I de
not desire to diseuss this motion at any
length, as there is no opposition to it,
but I do desire to compliment the member
for Roebourne on bringing this maitter
forward, and I must say the reply of the
Honorary Minister in charge of the Health
Depavtment is not too satisfactory. The
Minister stated that three years ago this
matter was brought under the nofice of
the authorvities, and they are going to
get 2 move on direetly. I have to admit
that my experience of the Medical De-
partment is that if they move in three
vears that is pretty rapid for them, but
I want to say, as T have said before, that
in my opinion until they get some more
rapid head of that department tham Dr.
Hope there is not going to be any satis-
faction in the out-back portions of the
State in regard to health matters. The
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position stated by the member for Roe-
bourne is somewbhat appalling, and it is
marvellons that the Minister should sit
there calmly and say thaf three years ago
the departmenl made a move and that
possibly in three years or six years sone-
thing may be done to prevent the spread
of this dread disease. I want to impress
upon the Minister the urgent necessity of
not only agreeing to the motion, but also
of giving the fullest effect to it and of im-
pressing on Dr. Hope that if he cannot
prevent leprosy spreading in the eountry,
it is up to lim to get out and let =
younger man in, who will show some ac-
tivity in this matier. There is no doubt
that even after segregating the natives the
authorities have taken no precantions
whatever to prevent contagion, even on
the island itself; and this seems to me the
most grave portion of the charge which
the member for Roebourne has made—
that they have segregated natives and
taken no precantion to prevent leprosw
spreading from the island on which the
sufferers have been placed. T think the
Minister has failed to realise the serious-
ness of the charge against his department.
I hope he will realise the serionsness of
it, or this Parliament will have to make
him realise it.

Mr. LANDER (East Perth): It gives
me pleasure to compliment the member
for Roehourne on having the courage to
bring this motion forward. The report
of the Medical Department seems to sug-
rest that they know there are more lepers
ire the distriet, bat they have not troubled
to look for them. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honeravy Minis-
ter): I deny it .

Mr. LANDER: I will accept the Min-
ister’s denial, but, if it has taken the de-
partment three years*to deal with these
cases at Roebourne, they cannot be doing
mueh to diagnose leprosy in other parts.
When we realise the seriousness of this
matter, it is the duty of members to urge
upon the Government that every step
shall be taken to prevent the spread of
the disease, Here is a danger that will
kill more human beings than all the wars,
and yet the department is willing to
allow the matter to remain in abeyance.



784

On top of that, we find that others are

allowed to come into contact with the

lepers on the island and return to the

majnland without being fumigated.
Question put and passed.

PAPERS—PUBLIC SERVANT'S RE.-
MOVAL, E. HAMEL.
Mz, LANDER (East Perih) moved—
That all papers in conmection with
the removal of E. Hamel from the pub-
lic service be laid on the Table of the
House.
Mr., Hamel had been in the ser-
vice of the Government for a consider-
able time and had lately been removed.
That gentleman considered he had not
been justly treated, and in those ecircum-
stances it was desirable that the papers
should be produced, so that it might be
posstble to see if any further inquiry was
necessary.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-
Narrogin) seconded the motion,

Question put and passed.

MOTION —RAILWAY PROJECTS,
WEST OF GREAT SOUTHERN
RAILWAY,

Mr, E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-

Narrogin) moved—

That there be laid wpon the Table
a copy of the Railway Advisory Board’s
report on the best means of opening
up the lands west of the Great South-
ern Railway, in which the construction
of the Nuarrogin-Armadale Railway is
recommended, togelher with a plan
showing the proposals of the board.

e sald: In view of the faet that this

particalar report was published in the

West Australian by the Gevernment last

October I anticipate that my motion will

be treated as a formal one. Therefore,

I shall be brief in my remarks, Why I

wish this report laid on the Table is be-

canse it is really one of the most valuable
reports the Railway Advisory Board have
made, In it they recommend the immedi-

. ate extension of the Dwellingup-Hotham

railway to Narrogin, and also the imme-

diate construetion of a railway from
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Brookton westward. They also recom-
mend that at some later time the Narro-
gin-Armadale trunk railway shonld Je
completed, coupling upwwith that railway
from Brookton westward, thereby epm-
pleting both the Armadale-Brookton and
the Armadale-Narrogin railways.- On the
hustings I advoeated the extension of the
Dwellingup-Hotham railway to the town
of Williams, and I am still of the opinion
that the best extension of that railway
would have been to Williams; but if the
Government decide to accept the recom-
mendation of the Advisory Board in this
matter, then I shall sapport them in
doing so. If this recommendation is ae-
cepted, and if the Hotham-Crossman
railway is at once extended to Narrogin,
a distance of 37 miles will be saved to
the traffic from the Great Southern dis-
triet south of Narrogin to Fremantle, In
other words the extension of this railway
te Narrogin, either by connecting at Wil-
liams or diveet, will bring the Great
Southern districts 37 milas eloser to Wre-
mantle by rail. The recent rains have
had a splendid effeet on the har-
vest; we are going to have huge crops
in the Great Southern distriet this year,
and I tell the Government that they will
have to build this railway at once if they
wish to handle these crops. I can fore-
see, and other members have mentioned,
that there will be a tremendous eonges-
tion on the raillways next year unless
something is done to meet it. I urge that
nothing could be done to relieve the con-
gestion in the Great Southern district
better than the immediate acceptance of
the Advisory Board’s report and the im-
mediate extension of the Hotham-Cross-
man railway to Narrogin, either uig
Williams or direct to Narrogin, as recom-
mended by the Advisory Board,

The Prewier: It will not go back to
Williams.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I am reluet-
antly forced to admit that the present
Government do not seem disposed to take
the line to that centre, although I would
like to see them do so. That being so, I
urge them to accept the Advisory Board’s
report and take the line through to Nar-
rogin without delay.
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Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington):
1 second the motion,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There is no objection to having this re-
port laid on the Table, but I desire .to
say that the Government have taken inte
consideration the question of extending
the Hotham-Crossman railway, and pro-
pose to introduce a Bill this session for
the purpose of making a forther short
extension of that line pending the settle-
ment of the question as to where it will
conmect with the Great Southern Railway.
Until that is finally settled, we have de-
cided we ¢an continue the line a little fur-
ther than was provided last session with-
out interfering with the ultimate route it
must take to connect with the Great
Sonthern Railway, bot we have to bear
in mind that the route for the Trans-
Australian rajlway has not yet been fixed,
and until it is fixed we are not in a posi-
tion fo say what connections there will
be between the South-Western Railway
and the Great Southern Railway. If one
connection be the Trans-Anstralian rail-
way it may not be an Armadale-Narrogin
line as mentioned in the motion. How-
ever, there is nothing to prevent us from
continuing the railway from Hotham to
Crossman for a further distance, beeause
it will not interfere with any route that is
definitely decided on. We require an-
thority under a Bill to keep the men at
present on this line rather than take them
away, and then, at a later stage, take the
plant back., The whole matter will be
considered by the Government after we
have decided the question of the Trans-
Australian railway. The member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) may smile,
but if he knew as much as Ministers know
he wonld find it a most diffienlt question to
seftle. Tt will require all the data we ean
obtain before we can come to the House
with a route, and we must consider it
from the standpoint of the future of
Western Australia and the people who
have to provide the money. For that
reason we are not committing ourselves
to any route at present, but are collecting
all the data possible for submission fo the
Honse when we will bring the project
before members. If the member for
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Williams-Narrogin needs some informa-
tion so that be can properly deal with
the Bill when it comes forward, we. have
no objection to these papers being laid
on the Table.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): I
am glad to hear that the Premier has
agreed to lay these papers on the Table,
because the country to the west of the
Great Southern Railway deserves atfen-
tion. I hope the Advisory Board’s re-
port will be attended to. It was the dufy
of the board and their business to mark
vut railways to open up our great agri-
cultural belt.

The Premier: The Trans-Australian
railway was not considered them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of eourse not.
We want a line to serve the land west
of the Great Southern Railway, and it
will be useful information to have the
report hefore members. The Trans-
Australian roufe is beside the gquestion
altogether, but T hope when that railway
is built it will follow the route of the
Fastern Railway as closely as possible.
Apart from that, the information the hon.
member has asked for should be made
available. The Advisory Board consists
of expert officials, and their advice might
reasonably be followed by the Govern-
nment in this and other matters.” I know
the country they have reported on in this
‘case, and 1 know it is seriously worth the
consideration of the House.

Mr. TURVEY (Swan): I support the
motion for the papers. I also bhave a
very intimate knowledge of the country
between the Great Southern distriet and
Armadale. If the Government can see their
way clear to open up this country by
railways at the earliest possible moment
it will certainly be in the hest inferests
of the State. When speaking on the
Address-in-reply 1 nnderstood from an
interjection of the Premier’s that the
Armadale-Narrogin railway or the Arma-
dale-Brookton railway could not be defi-
nitely decided until some definite stand
was arrived at in connection with the
Trans-Australian route, and the Pre-
mier inferred that it was not alto-
gether improbable that the route at the
coastal end of the Trans-Australian rail-
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way might go vie Armadale. I wish to
congratulate the Armadale people on the
attitude they took up in connection with
the agitation on what is termed the battle
of the routes. The people of that dis-
trict and of the Vietoria Park distriet
carried resolutions leaving the matter en-
tirely in the hands of the Government,
showing that they were prepared to trnst
the present Government to look npon the
Trans-Australian railway in a national
spirit, and not showing the pavochial
spirit just exhibited by the wember for
Northam.

Mr. BROUN (Beverley): I hope the
Premier will have these papers laid on
the Table for the information of those
members interested. T have a good know-
ledge also of the country west of the
Great Southern Railway. Theve is a lot
of land there that will be taken up and
utilised if this railway goes through the
distriet.

The Premier:
there for years.

Mr. BROUN: There are farmers there,
some. very old seitlers, earting from
twenty to thirty miles to a railway. It
1s only natural that people are not likely
to take up the land if they have to cart
that distance. T hope the Premier and
his party will do their utmost to have
the Trans-Australian railway taken
through this district if the grades are
suitable. If that railway does not go
through this particular distriet there will
be no harm in having these papers on
the Table, because we would then have
a knowledue of the report of the Advisory
Board, and T trust members who are in-
terested in this distriet will put up a
fight to have the distriet opened np by
railway communieation.

Question put and passed.

The same land has been

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.

RETCRN—TRADES AND WORKERS'
HALLS. .

Mr. B. .J. STUBBS (Subiaco) moved—
That a return be laid upoen the Table

of the House showing—1, The amount
of money granted towards defraying the
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costs of erecting lrades halls at Fre-

mantle and Kalguorlie. 2, The value

of land granted for the purpose of
erecting lrades halls thereon at Fre-
muntle and Kalgoorlie. 8, The amount

-of money and value of the land yranted

for the erection of workers’ halls

throughout the State. 4, By whom were

{he various grants made!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath) : 1 would ask the bon. member
to make an amendinént, In faet, I will
move (he amendment myself., My reason
for doing this is that it is a very difficult
matter to get at the aelual value of ihe
land granted for these purposes fromn time
to time in various parts of the State. The
blocks are usually reserved and sel apart
for the purpose of workers’ halls, and
at the (ime perhaps no value is placed
upon them, To get the information the
hon. member desires would- necessitate a
very big investigation as well as an inves-
tigation of the values of land adjoining
or in the same loeality which might have
heen disposed of to the ordinary cifizen.
Under those ecireumstances T desire to
move an amendment—

That in lime 1 of paragraph 3 the
words “and value of Lthe land” be struck
out,

Amendment passed.

Queslion, as amended, agreed to.

RETURN — ARBITRATION CASES,
-V."LLI‘I\TIONS
On motion by Mr. ALLEN, ordered:
That there be laid upon the Table of
the Ilouse a Return showing:—1, The
amount of the respective valuations
given by the witnesses (either for the
claimants or the Government) in the
recent arbitration ecases of G. M.
Holmes, Kobert Bunning, and Bunning
Bros.,—(a) fur land, (b.) for build-
ings. 2, Name of valuer,

RETURN—SEED POTATOES, PAR-
TICULARS.
Mr. GEORGE  (Muwrray-Wellington)
moved—'
That a return be laid upon the Table
showing:—1, The quantily of seed pata-
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toes purchased by fhe department up
to date—{a.) imported, in tons; (b.)
locally grown, in tons. 2, The quantity
of ecach {a. and b.) that! has been sold
to growers in this State. 3, The avei-
aye cost per ton lo the depariment for
each («. and b.) 4, The average price
per lon realised by the department for
each (a. and 0.). 5, The amouwnt re-
ceived in payment for seed supplied.
G, The amount remaining unpaid. 7,

What action the depariment propuses

to take.

He said: With refevence to this motion
1 do not think theve will be any objec-
tion to it on the part of the Minister. I
would like to explain why I desire that
it should be earvied, as it may seem at
variance with the conversation I had with
him a little while ago. Since then I have
received a deluge of letters from various
paris of the South-West with reference
to these potatoes, and I shall have sonre-
thing to say about them in another mo-
fion at a later stage. I am not in a hurry
for this return, and the Minister might
have it prepaved at his convenience. 1T
think, however, it would be advisable in
the interests of the department and others
concerned that the return should be pre-
pared.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hou.
T. H. Bath): I pointed ount to the hon.
nmember in eonversation that it would be
imrossible to get ont this reforn,

My, George: At present.

The MINISTER FTOR LANDS: Asa
matter of fact the seed potatoes have only
been imported this year. The first con-
signment eame to hand in Febrnary and
the second in April, and only a small pro-
portion has been sold, and the remainder
has been planted on the share sysiem with
growers under quarantine regulations.
Another portion of the consignments has
bheen planied by the department in two
instanees on Jand which we were kindly
granted the use of free of charge for the
encouragement of this very desirable
effort to secuve seed pofatoes true to name,
and new seed. Therefore, untit we have
the results of Lhe planiing of these pota-
toes, it will be impossible to supply the
infarmation asked for. Tf the hon. mem-

ber is comeni to wait until we can give
him a full aceount of what has happened,
I fail to see that there can be any object
gained in moving the motion af this june-
ture. )

Mr. GEQRGE (in reply): There are
ceriain portions of this nformation {hat
can be given. Yor instance, there should
be ue difficulty in stating what quantity
of potatoes was imported and the quan-
tity bought as loeally grown, the average
cost per ton to the department, what the
potatves cost landed in  Western Aus-
tralia, and the price paid for them locally.
I am ¢uite prepaved to leave the matter
m the hands of the Mivister. 1f he wishes
me to withdraw the motion I shall do so.
Y am satisfied, however, that the informa-
tiom which will be supplied will be of
assistance to the department and to others
concerned.

The Minister for Lands: Tet it stand as
it is, and when it is possible to supply the
complete return, it shall be prepared.

Question put and passed.

MOTION—RATILWAYS DEVIATION,
WONGAN HILLS - MULLEWA
AND WICKEPIN-MERREDIN,

Select ('ommiltee.

My, B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) moved—
That a select commitiee be appointed
to inguire into the deviation of the
Wongen Iills-Mullews railway, also
the Wickepin-Merredin railway.
He said: 1 am influenced to move this
motion, firstly because of the great
amount of controversy that has taken
place with regard to the routes for these
rallways, and secondly hecause select
committees have heen appeinted in an-
other place, and I am of opinion that this
is the Clhamher which should appoint s
committee to make inguiries into these
propositions. In dealing with the matter
I wonld first of all place before hon.
members a résumé of the history of the
Wickepin-Merredin railway, It was on
the 20th July, 1910. that the Advisory
Board’s report was presented, and we
find from that report that preat stress was
laid upon the facl that the railway was
to he a through railway, connecting the
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Great Southern and the goldfields lines
to carry the products from the South-
Western portion of the State to the gold-
fields, They deal with a comprehensive
scheme of railway construction in the
8outh-Western distriet, and they say—

We have considered the Wickepin-
Merredin line as the backbone of this
acheme of extension. Tt is likely €o
become a line of importance for the
throngh traffic of eoal, timber, fruit,
potatoes and other products from the
South-West to the Bastern Goldfields,
seeing that its econstruetion would
shorten the distanee by more than 50
miles.

Tn introducing the Bill for the construe-
tion of the line, the then Minister for
Works, Mr. Daglish, also laid emphasis
upon this aspeet of the question. He
pointed out that it was neecessary to have
this line for the earriage of these pro-
ducts to the Eastern Goldfields. And
when the measure was introduced in an-
other place the chief argument nsed was
that the line would he a econnecting link
hetween the South-Western portion of
the State and the FEastern Goldfields.
And we find that in the discussion be-
tween the various members that point
was especially emphasised. The member
for Collie saw the great necessity of mak-
ing this line follow as direct a course as
possible, so that the coal from the Collie
coalfields eould be landed on the Bastern
Goldfields at the cheapest possible cost.
And not ownly the present member, but
the ex-member for Collie. who at that
time was not in Parliament, also took up
this proposition strongly, and wrote to the
TWest Australian
the direct route for the line. We find
that on the 17th August, 1910, the En-
gineer-in-chief wrote a minute with re-
gard to this proposition as follows:—

T propose to send a party, leaving
Perth on Monday next, to start the
sarvey of the Wickepin-Merredin rail-
way. Would you please instruct as to
whether the direet route recommended
by the advisory board from Wickepin
should be adopted, or the divergence
from Wickepin to Kurrenkntten via
Kulin to Merredin.

newspaper advoecating’
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And in reply to that minute we bhave an-
other minute on the file as follows:—
Please have the survey made the
direet route between Wickepin and
Merredin; I have consulted the Pre-
mier on the matter.
This wag signed “F. W,, Minister for
Works,” and F. W, T understand, are
the initials of the present leader of the
Opposition. We find that on the 21st
January, during the second reading de-
bate on the Bill before Parliament, M.

" Daglish, in reply to the eriticisms of

varions speakers, confirmed the promise
that the line would be straighiened. He
satd—

The Government recognise the desir-
ability of, as far as possible, straighten-
ing up the line as hon. memhers desive.
The Government themselves desire to
make it as short as it reasonably can
be made.

Further on in his speech Mr. Daglish
said—

If this direct route can be adopted
the total saving in distance between
Merredin and, respectively, Albany,
Collie and Bunbury would be about 71
miles,

Yon will notice that the distanee to be
saved had previously been stated as 50
miles, but that we now have it extended
to no less than 71 miles. Further on in
the same speech Mr. Daglish said—

The saving in eost, if this direet
route is proved to be praeticable, wonld
represent somewhere about £12,000.

Mr. Daglish on that same day wrote a
minate as follows:—

When dealing with the Wickepin-
Merredin railway in Parliament T pro-
mised that, as far as possible, having
due regard to engineering diffienl-
ties, I would instimet the surveyors to
straighten up this line and make it a
direct connection between the two ter-
mini. T informed the House that the
first consideration would be the getting
of a favourable grade (1 in 80 if pos-
sible), and the second consideration, the
securing of n line representing the
shortest distanace between the two
points. Please instruet the Engineer-
in-Chief aecordingly.
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The matter went on, and the surveyors
stacted out to survey this railway. As
bon. members will see from the plan, they
did not get very far before instructions
were issued altering the route.

Mr. Monger: That is not shown on the
plaa.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is shown on
the bottom of the plan. The member for
York will there find the dates of the
starting and ecompletion of the various
surveys which were made, He will also
see the various routes outlined on the
map. ‘Things were going along fairly
smoothly up to the 24th February, 1911,
when the member for York came along
with a deputation in regard to this line.
' Shortly afterwards, on the 29th May, Mr.
MeGibbon wrote, enclosing a report of a
meeting of settiers held at Kumminin,
also in respect to this line, and on the
12th July Mr. MecGibbon forwarded a
petition to the then Acting Premier, Mr.
Gregory, asking that the line should be
taken in an easterly direction. AMr.
.Gregory replied on the 25th July
to Mr. MeGibbon to the effeci that
he had forwarded the petition to
the Minister for Works, asking
for inquiry and a report om the mat-
ter. On the same day the Acting-Premier
wrote a minute to the Under Seeretary
asking him to forward a plan showing
the survey as far as it had gone, dnd
also the route as shown on the advisory
hoard’s report, with a further direetion
to furnish these as early as possible-as it
was desired to submit the matter to Cab-
inet. On the 27th July Cabinet had evi-
dently considered this proposition, for
the then acting Premier wrote a rather
long minute with regard to this matter
to the Minister for Works as follows:—

Cabinet instruets that in conneection
with the survey of the Wickepin-Merre-
din railway the surveyors should be in-
strncted with a view of serving the
settlers east of the country south of

Merredin. The railway should be sur-

veyed from Merredin to a point as due

sonth as the contour would permit to a

point about 40 miles south of Merre-

din, and then south-west. On no ac-
count 15 the railway to be surveyed

west of the route gs proposed by the

Advisory Board.

Mr. Monger: Where did you get all
that data?

My, B. J. STUBBS: From the files.
These are actual, facts; this is true his-
tory. On the 4th September, 1911, the
then Minister for Works, Mr. Daglish,
wrote a minute in reply to the minute of
the aeting Premier. Mr. Daglish wrote
as follows:—

It is impracticable, for engineering
reasons, to follow the course proposed
in Cabinet winute. I have, therefore,
directed that the line north of Kurren-
kutten lake should as nearly as possible
follow the route marked by the advis-
oy board for 23 miles, and then take
a conrse direct for Merredin.

There is one other point whieh must
strike anybody who peruses this file; it
is the amount of information that the
file does not contain. The file contains
a wonderful lot of information, I will ad-
mit, but when one reads through the file,
when one sees how spasmodieally certain
things spring up in connection with it,
one i3 forced to the coneclusion that had
all the information which should have
been on the file been in its place, the file
would have been very much larger than
it is at present. After the acting Pre-
mier had given instructions as to which
route this railway was to follow, and the
Minister for Works had stated that it
was impracticable to follow that route,
on the 7th September, three days after
the Minister for Works had penned his
minute, a conference was held between
the Minister for Works, the Minister for
Lands and Mr. Stoddart, inspector of en-
gineering surveys. Mr. Stoddart was
then instructed to take an intermediate
course between that directly south of the
original survey and the other ronte. He
was instroeted to go in between the two,
That instruetion was given on the 7th
September, 1911. On the 3rd October
something happened. I do not know
whether it was unlegoked for or not, but
I know that it put a new ecom-
plexion on this railway proposition,
becanse on the 16th of that month I find
there 1s a new Minister for Works in
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office, and he issued instructions that
all these surveys have to cease on this
line, and that the survey in connection
with the Quairading-Nunajin line can be
gone on with in the meaniime. The Min-
ister stated in that minute that he was
stopping the survey because of the great
waste of public money which had taken
place in eonunection with it. It had, at
that time, absorbed £1,000 over and ahove
the estimate for the survey, and he con-
tended—rightly so, T think—that it wus
time some finality was reached in the
matter; and to give him an opportunity
of looking into the question he decided
to withdraw the snrveyors from that line
until he eould make wp his mind as to
future action. I think that the remainder
is sofficiently recent history to be well
within the knowledge of all members. We
know that the present Minister for Works
jourmey right through that distriet, and
soon came fo the conclusion that the pro-
mises which had ‘been made in the early
history of this line were the promises
which should be earried out, viz., thai
,the line shonld go as direct between
Wickepin and Merredin as the engineer-
ing difficulties would permit. I am quite
satisfied that the Minister acted wisely in
that eonneetion. There is just one other
little matter I would like to point out in
regard to this proposal, and it is that
after the present Government came into
office, and after the Minister had ex-
pressed his great dissatisfaetion in con-
nection with this railway, a deputation
waited upon the Premier in regard to
this line. Mr. Daglish accompanied that
deputation, and although he had made n
definite promise that this railway should
follow a direet course, he went with that
deputation advocating that the easterly
route should be adopted. Another re-
guest was made that if the line were to
be straightened it should be straightened
within the limits of deviation allowed by
the Act, and the leader of the Opposition,
who also was present on that occasion,
went so far as to threaten the Premier

with dire results if that railway were
allowed to go outside the deviation
allowed by Parliament, forgetting en-
tirely that in constructing one railway his
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Government had gone 41% miles outside
the limits of deviation.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Never.

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The leader of the
Opposition was shown the map during
the debate on the Address-in-reply, which
elearly proved how his Government had
constructed portions of the Katanning-
Kojonup railway 415 miles outzide the
limits of deviation, .

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing like 4%
miles; it was more like 114 miles.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Four-and-a-half
miles. '

Hon. Frank Wilson: Supposing it is
so, what difference does it make?

The Premier: You threatened me with
a Supreme Court action if T went outside
{he limits of deviation.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There ¢an be no
question about the matter, This just
shows that lhese gentlemen, who are so
anxions that the present Goverumeunt
shonld not do anything whieh is not
allowed by Parliament, had no qualms of
conscience when they themselves held the
reins of Government, and, se¢ long as no
one knew, they were willing to take all
these risks, even if a Supreme Court’
action followed. Now I desire to deal
with one other aspect of this gquestion.
We had the speciacle of the member for
York presenting a petition in connection
with this vailway, and one would bave
thought by the noise he made on that
occasion that he was backed up by the
settlers to be served by this railway; but
what do we find are the true facts of the
case? That the settlers are repudiating
the action taken by the member for York.
We find that a meeting of the Kumminin
Progress Associntion, which was reported
in the West Australian as heing well at-
tended, was nttended hy only 14 mem-
bers out of a total membership of 106,
and of those 14, eleven carried a motion
censuring the Government for their action
and forwarding a petition to the memher
for York.

Mr. George: Were they not representa-
tive men?

My, B. J. STUBBS: They were not re-
[rresenting those whom they professed to
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be speaking in behalf of; the settlers of
that distriet have repudiated the action
of the weeting, and have carried a motion
expressing their satisfaction with the
proposals of the present Government.
Later on, another meeting was leld in
that distriet, and it was atfended by 20
members of that association, who carried
a motion by 12 votes {o eight to write to
all Liberal members in the Upper House
asking them to take up the case in behalf
of the Kumminin Progress Association.

The Minister for Works: That is why
a select committee has been appeinted in
that House,

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: That is a fact; the
select committee appointed by another
place is the outcome of that resolution
earried by 12 members ont of 106, and
repudiated by the vast number of mem-
bers of that assoeiation, as well as by the
wenera) setilers in the distriet. T will
just read, for the edification of members
apposite, a motion which was earried at
a well-attended meeting of the Emn Hill
and Fastern Districts Progress Associa-
tion—

We, the members of the Emu Hil
and Eastern Distriets Progress Associa-
tion, herewith wish to express our ap-
proval of Cabinet’s decision to econ-
struet the Wickepin-Merredin railway
on the extreme westerly rounte, as we
tully realise that any route west of Emn
Hill would not serve these districts, and
that these districts would be better
served by a continuation of the Yilli-
minning-Kondinin loop.

I think I have clearly made out a ease
for the appoiniment of a select com-
mittee in connection with the Wickepin-
Merredin proposition. I will now deal
briefly with the other railway, and in
-eonpection with this I want to say that
to my mind the gentleman who moved for
the appointment of a select committee in
annther place, acted very injudieiously in
so doing, becanse, in my presence, in a
public street in Perth

AMr. George: At a sireet corner?

Mr. B. J. STUBBS : Tt was not a street
corner, but the centre of a block. This
ventleman made a statement that the
Government were deliberately deviating
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that line because he owned a bloek ¢f
land on the route that was first proposed,
and he said that the Government stooped
to such conduct as to deviate the railway
simply to show spite against him as an
individual.

AMr. Monger: I said stronger than that
in this House.

Mr. George:
opinien.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS: Yes, that was an
expression of his opinion, and because of
the faet that he held that opinion I say
it was wrong of him to move for a seleat
committes in connection with this matter.
He might have delegated that duty to
somebody else not so direcfly interested
in it. I want to also say that the member
for Irwin, in whose distriet this railway
proposition is, is quite satisfied, and,
furthermore, is convineced that the proper
route for this railway is the one now
proposed by the Government. If anyone
has a casual look at the map he will be
convinced that the proper railway to
serve those people to the west of the
Wongan Hills wil! be an extension of the
Bolgart line, and, for that reason, the
Wongan Hills-Mullewa line shounld be
taken as far east as possible. When the
member for the distriet is satisfied I think
it il becomes——

Mr. Moore: It is not in my distriet.

Mr. B, J. STUBBS: I was under the
impression that it was in the hon. mem-
ber’s distriet, becanse he told me he was
convineed that the route proposed by the
Government now is the one that shonld be
adopted. Though I have made a mistake
as fo the member in whose disiriet the
line is to be built, I wonld ask the mem-
ber for Moore now whether he is not satis-
fied with the route proposed by the
present Government. T am sore he will
answer that he is, and that proves eon-
clusively that there could be no ulterior
motive such as is assigned to the Govern-
ment for the deviation of this railway.
T am not going to delay the House any
further; T think I have made out a case
for the appointment of a select committee
to inguire into these matters, and I now
move the motion standing in my name.

He was expressing his
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Mr, MONGER (York): This after-
noon, when 1 moved a series of motions
in this House I anticipated that I would
have some kind of fight put up on any
one of the first three I submitted. I do not
know why the Government delegated to
the member for Subiaco the important
motion which he has undertaken this even-
ing. When I saw the peaceful manner in
which these references of mine to one par-
tieular railway were passed over it re-
minded me of the old proverb, “Fear the
(Greeks when they eome bearing gifts.”
When my friend opposite agreed to every
motion I submitted to the House, I
thought there was something. I fully ex-
pected (hat they would not trust to their
Solon, Lhat great wise man from Subiaco,
to put up their fight; I thought at least,
when submitting anything for the con-
sidevation of the House, the Minister for
TWorks would have taken it in hand. But,
to be a little consistent, I understand the
member for Sublaco has moved for a
select committee to be appointed to in-
quire into the deviations of the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa and Wickepin-Merredin
railways.  That is his wording. Only a
few months ago I presented a petition to
Parliament.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: On behalf of eleven
people.

Mr. MONGER : On behalf of 82 people.
There were 82 signed names to the peti-
tion, and the pelition is among the records
of the House. It was a petition that a
select commiitee be appointed to econ-
sider the question of the route of the
Wiekepin-Merredin railway. How much
support did I get from hon. members on
the Government side of the Honse? How
much sapport is Lhe member for Subiace
to receive from that cauncus-ridden erowd?
A member interjects, but I will make use
of that expression until some of those
genllemen who get up in absolute c¢on-
tradiclion to their own wvotes within so
short a period—it is only a few months
ago Lhat T moved that a select committee
he appointed to inguire into oue section
of the hon. member’s motion, and I want
everyone to be conversant with the resnlt
of the divigion on that occasion.

Mr. Taylor: Yon did not have much
of a chance.
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" Mr. MONXGER.: We have no chance on
this side of the House. We had not even
a fighting chance. There was not one
member on the Government side of the
House whe but eight or nine months ago
on the very same resolution which the
member for Subiaco is asking us fo give
effect to this evening, supported me. Not
one member supported me on the very
exacl motion {hat the hon. member is
bringing forward this evening. 1 am
quite willing to allow this matter to uo
to a select comittee; no one hails it with
wore pleasure than myself, but I do
want 1o ‘see how that erowd is going to
vote,

Mr, SPEAKER ; Order! the hon, mem-
ber is not in order.

Mr, MONGER: I apologise. I desire to
see how lhon. wmembers on that side of the
House are going to vote in regard teo
the motion that is now under our con-
sideration. 1 shall give that quiet, quies-
cent vote that my friend, the Minister for
Works, gave this afternocon. I shall say
I hail the motion with pleasure and that
I am going to support it, but T shonld
add a little peroration to my remarks;
and, considering the member for Subiaco
has been good enough to read out from
certain files and to give certain informa-
tion he has had, I think I am perfecily
justified in referving guietly to that great
progress association that has recently
been started in the far eastern porlion of
my electorate. I think I am perfectly
safe in referring to the resolution which
he bas been good enough to lell us has
been unanimously passed by ihis associ-
ation. T dislike bringing into a debate of
this kind what may be eonstrued as pri-
vate correspondence, but T had forwarded
to me, as also had the member for Subinco
and, T know, the member for Beverley
and other members of the House, a copy
of this resolution, and I shall read it to
the House—

We, the members of the Emu Hill
and Eastern Districts Progress Associa-
tion, herewith wish to express our ap-
proval of Cabinet’s deecision to construct
the Wickepin-Merredin railway on the
extreme westerly route, as we fully rea-
lise any route west of Emu Hill would
not serve these districts, and that these
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districts would be much better served

by the continuation of the Yilliminning-

Kondinin loop.
1 might mention for the benefit and edifi-
cation of Ministers that, as a rule, when
I have forwarded to me any communica-
tion deserving of reaching the notice of
Ministers, I send in full the commnunica-
tion; bnt I refrained from attaching to
that communication the original letter of
the honorary seeretary of that associa-
tion, because there was a postscript which
I thought might have hurt the feelings of
the Minister for Works, However, I ad-
dressed the Minister in the mildest form
imaginable, and I ask hon. members here
if the slightest exception could be taken
to this eommunieation—

The Minister for Works, Sir, I have
been requested by the hon. seerelary of
the Emn Hill and Eastern Districts
Progress Association to forward to you
the enclosed vesclution passed by a re-
cent meeting of their association. T
inay, bowever, say this association only
embraces about ten members,

I am still of that opinion.
fhe Minister for Works: 1 disagree
with you.
Mr. MONGER : This is what I wrote—
1 may, however, say, this association
only -embraces about. ten members,
nearly all of whom signed the petition
which I presented to Parlinment last
session. 1 have the honour to be, your
obedient servant.

I do not think anyone could take the
slightest exception to that communica-
tion.

Mr. Taylor: What is the date of it?

Mr. MONGER: The 15th July. I re-
ceived on the 18th July the following
communciation from the Minister for
Works:—

Dear Sir,—I have to acknowledge the
receipt of wour leiter of the 15th in-
stant eovering a communication from
the secretary of the Emn Hill and
Eastern Distriets Progress Association
containing a resolution passed by the
association relative to the route of the
Wickepin-Merredin railway. In reply
T have to state that the membership of
this association is small, although I
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have been ereditably informed that,
through the formation of this associa-
tion, the majority of seftlers who be-
longed to the Kumminin Progress Asso-
ciation have left the latter association
and joined the Fwmn Hill one. In any
event even if your contention was ad-
mitted, which I do not, the members of
the association have the redeeming
virtue of heing residents of the district
and their resolutions are not influenced
from St. George’s-terrace.

I hope that is a portion of the file from

which the member for Subiaco took his

extract.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The extract was not
taken from the file at all.

Hon., Frank Wilson: Who signed that
letter?

Mr. MONGER: It is signed, “W. D.
Johnson, Minister for Works.”

Hon. Frank Wilson: It is an insult,

Mr. MONGER: I replied to that letter.
I wanted to burn all this literature—bhe-
cause it is going to be literatore handed
down now that it is on the files and re-
cords of Hawmsard, but I had to reply to
the letter, and T think hon. members will
agree that my reply was a justifiable one
in the circumstances. I wrote—

I have to own receipt of your letier
of the 18th instant, which reached me
on my return from York this morning.
In the first instance allow me to con-
gratulate you for the insolent perora-
tion to your lebier, and to ask from you,
as Minister, the meaning of the follow-
ing words:—“and their resolutions are
not influenced from St. George’s-ter-
race.”

I am going to ask the Minister hefore I
sit down what his real meaning was in
those words—

In the absence of any explanation from
you these words appear to me to con-
vey a direct insult, and T shall be glad
to know whether this was your inten-
tion in writing.
Later on, on the 27th July, I received the
following reply from the Minister for
Works—
With reference to your letter of the
23rd instant relative to the resoln-
tion carried by the Emu Hill and
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Eastern Distriets Progress Associa-

tion in conneetion with the route of

the Wickepin - Merrvedin railway, 1

have i{o state that I camnot under-

stand how my remarks to which
you take exception, and whieh were
merely an expression of ¢pinion, could
have any personal application, as there
was no such intention desired.
I am glad that the member for Subiaco
has given me the opportunity this even-
ing of allowing this correspondence be-
tween myself and the Minister for Works
to be made public. We shall see whether
in the minds of the people of Perth and
the people in the country the expression
of gpinion as laid down by the Minister
in Dbis discourteous replies to my cowm-
munications are deserving of that kindly
consideration to any Government which,
whether we sit on this side or on that
side of the House, we always like to ae-
cord to them. Now, having dealt in a
mild form with my personal matter in
this regavd, T have still another communi-
cation. The member for Suabiaco dealt
with .everything that he thought apper-
tained to his ease from the public file—

Mr. B. J. Stabbs: Oh, no.

Mr. MONGER: From the public file
which has evidently been placed at his
disposal uniil eommandeered by another
place. I have here a copy of a letter
whieh I sent to the Premier yesterday,
and T am desirous of reading this out to
show that not only a seclion of my elec-
torate, but a section of the electorate re-
presented by the member for Beverley,
are concerned in the route of this railway.
Could there be a kinder appeal made to
the Minister for Works than the one I
submitied to him last December and on
avery oceasion up to the time he gave
his—well, I will not say ultimatnm, be-
cause I do not look upon it as such. The
letter which was sent to the Premier
through me only vesterday was as foi-
lows—

I have the honour by direetion of tha
couneil of the Farmers and Settlers’
Assoeiation in the Pingelly electorate
to respectfully beg that you will be
pleased to expedite the construction of
all railwavs autherised by Parliament
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to the Pingelly electorate, as the far-
mers interested feel the distance:
they have to cart their produce a very
heavy burden. We are led to believe:
that money is available,
That I doubt.
and an early start would come as a
boon to some of the eentres where there
is at present a scarcity of employment..
My council would also earnestly plead
on bebalf of the settlers concerned in
the route of the Wickepin-Merredin
line that the Government would yef,
at this eleventh hour, he graciously
pleased
This man is too polite for me.
to stay its hand in the econstruetion
thereof until an independent inquiry is
held as to which route is absolutely the
best caleulated to serve the good of the
greatest number. My council feel that
somehow a huge mistake has been
made in [he adoption of the present
route,
I do not know that it has bheen adopted.
yet.
and being assured that not one member-
of the Government would knowingly be
guilty of an intentional injustice to-
any one section of the community when
the same was pointed out, make bo!d to
present this request.
I am going to pomt to the Minister for
Works, and soy in my few reliring words.
that if ever there was a man who at-
tempied to overstep the bounds of ordi-
nary prudence in his Ministerial posilion
it is the same gentleman who for the past
few months has oceupied a seat upon the
Treasury benches, and T say that no man
1 know of in Western Australia would
have had the colossal effronfery fo have
delegated to himself the alteration of that
route, and remember, he has had that
prlan prepared according to his instrue-
tions. T repeat no man would have had
the colossal effrontery, other than him-
self, fo have dared and attempted to do
what he has done. Whilst supporting the
motion of ihe hon. member for a select
committee, I desive to ask him, and every
other hon, member on that side of ihe
Chamber, their reasons for changing the
attilude they adopted on the 21st Decen-
ber last.
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Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): Evi-
dently the member for Subiaco has not
been coached too well on this guestion
when he referred to the hon. member for
Irwin as one through whose district this
deviation will go. The hon. member
asked whether I was in favour of the
deviation. I am not in the habit of an-
swering questions across the floor of the
House because T know you, Mr. Speaker,
do not approve of it, but I will reply
now. Tt is my duty in a matter of this
sort, where a deviation is objected to by
the constituents I represent, not to take
up the side of one panty or the other,
but to endeavour to see that justice is
done to the individuals affected. So far
as this deviation, which we understand is
to take place is concerned, a short time
ago I introduced a depniation to the Mia-
ister for Works which ineluded several
influential gentlemen form that district,
and others representing the progress as-
sociation, They strongly objected, as the
Minister knows, to this deviation taking
place, and they represented that for the
last fifteen or eighteen months they had
lived in the hope or in the expectation
that the railway would proceed along the
route proposed at that time. Now they
were told that a deviation was to take
place and that the railway would be
taken right away from them. We have
been told by the member for Subiaco.
who T am afraid is not too well aequainted
witl: the facts regarding this matter, that
the Bolgart extension will serve the set-
tlers on the west side of Wongan Hills.
Until we are in a position to know where
that extension is going I do not see how
we are to judge whether that proposed
line is going to serve these people or not.

The Minister for Works: You know
it is being surveyed at the present time.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We know that
survevs go for nothing. We heard of a
shrvey having hegn made some years ago
with regard to a railway which the mem-
ber for York has been speaking on and
pow it is being deviated and a eontro-
versy is taking place.

The Minister for Weorks: There were
five surveys in thai ease; there is only
are in this.
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Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We never know
how many surveys there will be. There
was one survey of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa line, and now there is another.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): You are not well acquainted with
that either, .

Hou. H, B, LEFROY: I think the
Honorary Minister said 1 was not too well
acquainted with it. If I am not ac-
guainted with that part of the country,
there is no one in the State who is.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : T was not referring te the country,
but the railway.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T am speaking
with my windfs eve, not only on the sub-
jeet itself, but on ihe country* throngh
whielh this railway is likely to pass. The
people on the west side of Wongan
Hills are mueh exercised with regard to
this deviation. No doubt if the Bolgart
extension will serve them as well, their
anxiety will be appeased, and they will
be satisfied, but until that time comes and
they know where the extension is poing,
I awm not in a position to say whether I
am in favour of the deviation or not. I
know that there are a large number of
settlers on the west side of Wongan Hills,
who have been there for some years, and
who have experienced a distressing {ime
during the last twelve months. They
have been clearing their land, and many
of them had hundreds of acres in last
year and got no result. This year they
are living in hopes of having a good
season, and that with it they wonld have
a railway to assist them to take their
produee to market without mueh expense,
but when they heard that lhe line was
being deviasted some miles, hon. members
will agree that a eonsiderable amount of
nneasiness must have entered into the
minds of these people. With regard to
the appointment of the seleet commitiee
it seerns rather an unnecessary trouble to
apnoint two select committees, one in this
House and one in the Legislative Couneil.
Tt is nsually the cnstom, when it is neces-
sary to have select committees of hoth
Houses. to appoint them Jointly, Tn this
instanee we shall have all the same evi-
dence tnken over again, and nat only will



796

a great deal of trouble be given to the
people concerned, but also to the wit-
nesses who will have to give evidence. 1
can realise that the member for Subiaco
has the ear of the (Government, or at any
rate, he has moved this motion with the
approval of the Government. I would
not like to say for one moment that the
hon. member has been put up by the
Government to move the motion, but I
think it was the hon. member’s great
philanthropy, and his desire to see jus-
tiee done, which indnoed him to come for-
ward and ask that a select corumittee of
. this House should be appointed.

Mr. Taylor: You have put it very
nicely.

Hon, H, B. LEFROY : I certainly can-
nut disapprove of this select committee,
hut 1 bope if it is appointed we shall see
that its deliberations will result in justice
heing done to the people who have been
living under the impression for some time
past that the railway was going in a cer-
tain direction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson): I do not propose to
take up the time of the Chamber further
than to say that I weleome the fullest in-
vestigation into the question of the routes
of these railways. The member for York
asked the question as to why we are
agreeing to the appointment of a select
committee to-day when we refused it on
a previous ocecasion, The position is that
on the previous oecasion the Government
had the question under consideration and
they were prepared to take the re-
sponsibility of unravelling the question
that had got into an undoubted mess
through political influence, on the part of
the previous Government. After some
litlle trouble we unravelled the mess, and
w e stated which we eonsidered to be the
best route in the hest interests of the
State.  Having said that we are now
prepared for our work to be investigated
by an impartial tribunal, and to leave it
to them to say whether right has been
done. As one who bas had some little
connection with the matter, and more es-
peeially having land in the vieinity, I
weleome the appointment of the com-
mittee. But the member for York con-
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stantly brings up the proposition that we
have no right to depart from the advisory
board’s report. Omne can repeat as often
as one likes without suceeeding in getting
that hon. member to realise that, after
all, it was Parliament that departed from
the advisory board’s report. The report
was submitted fo Parliament, and Parlia-
ment decided that they would not build
the line on the route suggested by the
advisory board. The Minister in charge
of the Bill, realising the spirit of Parlia-
ment, and recognising that he could not
get the Bill through, decided that he
would build the line on the direct route,
and, on that distinet promise being made,
the Bill was passed. Consequently, the
departing from-the advisory board’s re-
port was no act of Ministers or of a Gov-
ernment, but was the act of Parliament,
and, after all, Parliament is the authority
to decide these guestions. Then, too, if
we are wrong on this oceasion, we have
erred in very good eompany, because, in
the first place, Parliament decided in
favour of the direct route. The honour-
able gentleman has read, as I read on a
previous ocecasion, the remarks of the
Minister who was in charge of the Bill,
Mr. Daglish, who promised to adopt the
direct route. Then the hon, member read
again to-night, as I have previously read,
the instructions Mr. Daglish gave to the
Engineer-in-Chief, explaining that he had
given a promise to Parliament. In that
minute Mr. Daglish said definitely that he
bad promised to straighten the line, add-
ing “Please instruct the Engineer-in-
Chief accordingly.” The surveyors
started, and surveyed 60 miles, when
political inflnence eame in and stopped
them, The Minister altered his decision
again afterwards, but I say he was then
doing something that was wrong. He
gave his promise to Parliament and gave
his instructions to his engineers, and when
he allowed political influence to over-ride
the promise he gave to Parliament, he
was doing something wrong.

Mr, S. Stubbs: Are you sure of yonr
ground when you say political influgnce
was the caunse of it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
fact remains that the surveyors were
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going along the direct route as instructed
by the Minister, when deputations ecame
along, and after that the St. George’s-
terrace influence set to work, and changes
began to take place. I would not mind
a bit if the Minister had made only one
change; but when it is realised that five
- different surveys were made as the resnlt
of all sorts of inflnences brought to bear
on the Minister, it will be seen that a
grave injustice was done to the State, and
in  pariienlar to many settlers in the
locality. Then the member for York
comes forward and takes exception to
my remarks in reference to the influence
of St. George’s-terrage. The honourable
gentleman wants no eduncating in that re-
gard, because he knows as much about it
as T do, very likely a good deal more.
But, surely to goodness the honourable
genfleman does not want this Chamber fo
believe that 8t. George’s-terrace has not
influenced this matter, has not influenced
much of the agitation which has taken
place. The honourable gentleman knows
it foll well,
Mr. Monger: 1 do not.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
posikion is that the seitlers in the loeality
presented a petition, as the honourable
gentleman points out.  Bui, after the
Government poliey was announced, and
we made it clear to the seitlers exactly
how we proposed to serve the area so
that not one of the settlers would be more
than 12V% miles distant from the line; and
when we pointed out that we proposed to
take the line in a direct route, in order
that none of those on the west would be
left move than 1214 wiles away, and that
we proposed to continue the other line
within 25 miles, so that those on the east
would not be left

Mr. Broun: But how long would they
bave had to wait for that other line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sup-
pose they had to wait a little longer—is
it not better for a few to wait a Iittle
longer than for a large number to be per-
manently isclated ? The honourable
gentleman knows that a grave injustice
has been done to a number of settlers be-
cause of the action of the previons Gov-
ernment in placing railway lines more
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than 25 miles apart. Take the Yorkra-
kine area: many of these people have
been permanently isolated because of the
blunder in the Dowerin-Merredin line.
We do not want that sort of thing; we
want to see that our poliey is carried ont
in its truest sense, and that no man is
left more than 12%% miles away from the
line. We pointed this out to the settlers,
and, realising that our policy was sound,
although it might temporarily delay
the construetion of the line, they
admitted that we were right, and
therefore they tried to influence their
association to support the Government,
and Lo work together with a view to get-
ting the line constructed as early as pos-
sible. But they could not get their way
with the assoeciation, and so they said,
“Well, we will secede from this associa-
tion and set up an association of our own,
and earry ou for ourselves”  They
seceded, and formed their own associa-
tion, and earried a resolution. Now it is
an absolute virtue in the member for
York to point out to me in the letter he
wrote that these were an insignificant
few who carried this resolation, while he
was supported by a large majority of
influential persons. I knew that the in-
fluence was that of St. (eorge's-terrace,
s0 when he fock up the attifude of trying
to discount the resolution because it sup-
ported the Government, I took the other
eourse and pointed out that I knew what
the influence was which had urged him
to cast a reflection on these few, Not
only do we find that we had St. George’s-
terrace inflnence in eonneetion with the
route of this railway, but we find this non-
political Farmers and Settlers’ Associa-
fion carrying a resolution also. I sup-
pose the Liberal League will be at it nest.
As a matter of fact the trouble all along
the line has been due to the politieal in-
flnence brought to bhear in regard to it.
We do not want politieal inflnence as far
as our railway construetion is concerned.
We want to serve the State and to see
that every settler is within 12%% miles of
a railway. We are doing that and going
straight ahead. Let us ook at the Wongan
Hills line. BExactly the same thing has
influenced the Government in adopting the
more easterly route in regard to that
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line. We found in the first place, on
assuming office, that a very large file was
built up, composed of letters from resid-
ent setflers along the fraeck complaining
bitterly of the ronte of the railway. o
numerous were these protests that I in-
strueted Mr. Muir, the inspecting engineer
for surveys, to go along the ronte and see
for himself. My insiruections to him were
definite. T told him to go right aiong the
route and meet as many of the resident
settlers as he could, and as many of the
progress associalions as possible, and
after getting all the information to make
a recommendation as fo whether we
should definitely decide npon the route as
surveyed, or, if he found thai a wrong
was being done, how we were {6 put it
right,

Mr. Monger: Why not have adopted
the same policy’ in regard to the Wicke-
pin-Merredin line?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Be-
canse I realised that there bad been
plenty of inquiry in regard to that. The
leader of the Opposition had declared in
favour of the direct route, and had writ-
ten a minute to that effect. I do not
suppose he remembered that cirenm-
stance, hecause he would not have been
enilty of writing the minute and then
going to the Premier and denying it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I never dented it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I da
not think the hon. member could do a
thing like that. Mr. Daglish, who was
then Minister for YWorks, declared in
favour of the direet route. Consequently,
why should we further investigate? We
had the leader of the Opposition in fav-
our of the direct route, and writing a
minute to that effect. Then the hon.
member declares in favour of the direct
route, Parliament declaves in favour of
it, and so, as T say, why should there be
any more investigation, when all anthori-
ties are unanimous upon ihe route—until
the general eleclions come along. Then,
when there were some votes to be eaught,
the Mivnisters of the day changed {heir
opinions, and they have been changing
them ever since. But let me get on to
the Wongan Hills line. Mr. Muir sob-
mitted his rveport. Tt has been stated
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that it was personal objections to Mr.
Sommers which inflnenced me in deciding
to adopt this more easterly route. As a
matter of fact I did not receive the re-
port and recommendation from Mr. Muir,
and the member for Moore will bear me
out when I say I was not aware that the
alteration had been decided upon when
the hon, member bronght his deputation
along. I was quite surprised, and told
him that I had no iden of any aliera-
tion having been made. On making in-
quiries T found that Mr. Muir's repoxt
had been sabmitted to my colleague, Hon:
W, C. Angwin, during my absence, and
that after investigation, the Minister had
decided to adopt the report, with the
result that the surveyors were instrusted
accordingly. I promised the honotirable
gentleman and his deputation that I would
re-submit the matter to Cabinet, because
I was of opinion that Cabinet had not
fully considered it. I referred the matter
to Cabinet, and found that they had fully
investigated it, and had decided in favour
of the ore easterly ronte, because, had
they adopted the more westerly rounte, it
would have taken the line within sone
35 miles of the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s line, and the people out east would
have been permanently isolated. On the
other hand, if we sent the line out in the
casterly direction, we would take it out
50 iniles, and by running the Bolgart
extension through between the two, we
would have a twelve and a-half mile
radius right throngh. The people on the
east and on the west, and the people of
Bolgart and those along the Midland line,
would all be served; everybody would be
served. But, as I say, had we adopied
the route as decided upon by the previous
Government, the people out east would
have been permanenlly isolated, and o
do them justice we would have had io
bring them in again, because they ecoull
not hope to farm suceessfully without
railway communication. As it is we are
serving these people and doing no in-
justice, unless it can be ecalled injustice
to place somebody 121% miles from the
line who, obviounsly, would not have heen
quite so far away had we adopted the
westerly route. Consequently we adopted
the easterly route to get the 1214 mile
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radius, so that we could serve all the
people instead of serving a section of
them, and isolaling others. The member
for the district desired to know where
the Bolgart line is to go. It is part of
the Government policy that whenever we
propose to extend a line, instructions are
to be issued for the survey of the pro-
posed extension before the Bill is iniro-
duced, so that we can tell Parliament
exaetly where the line is to go. In ae-
cordance with this policy we have sur-
veyors along the Bolgart extension to-day.
They are out some 15 or 16 miles, and
presenily it will be the responsibility of
the Government to say exactly what dis-
tance the line will go.

My, Moore: Fifteen miles will not
serve the Bolgart people, ’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : But
the instruetion to the engineers from
me is to take two lines, the Midland line
and the Wongan Hills line, and fix a
direet ronte which is equi-distant be-
tween the two, if engineering diffieul-
ties will permit. Consequently, I claim
that we have adopted the right course.
Tn connection with the ,Wiekepin-AMerre-
din line, we adopted it so that everybody
would be served.

Mr. Monger :
sart.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : We
adopted it so that everybody would be
served, and eonsequently we welecome in-
vestigation; but I want to say that I
agree with the member for Trwin, that
when another place decided to make an
inveslization of this matter they should
have realised that the Assembly is the
Chamber that shounld be consulted in this
affair, and that the select committee should
have been a joini one of both Houses.
However, another place having taken the
responsibility of saying that they were
going to have a committee on their own,
I say it is only fair that this Chamber
should also have an opportunity of in-
vestigating it. Personally, I regret the
expense in connection with all these in-
vestigations, for T am sure that the evi-
dence will endorse the action of the Gov-
ernment, beeause it is carrying out the
policy of the Government to place a line
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You did nothing of the

not more than 1215 miles, as the erow
flies, from every settler. We have done
that, and I am satisfied that our policy
will be endorsed.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : I
am not rising to oppose the appointment
of a select committee in connection with
the routes of these railway lines, but it
is passing strange that a motion of this
deseription moved by the member for
York last session should have been re-
jJected with seorn by the Minister for
Works and his colleagues on that oe-
easion, and to-day we have the Min-
ister putting up a member to move
a motion in identically the same
terms. We have also the marvellous
statement of that hon. member that he
is moving because another place has
thonght fit to appoint a select commitice
io inquire into these routes, Then he
went ¢n to anncunce the opinion that he
holds, that select committees of this de-
seription should be appointed by this
Honse and apparently by this House only.
I should like the hon. member to under-
stand that Parliament, as it exists under
the Constitution, consists of two Cham-
hers, and that the Upper Hounse has equal
rights with this Chamber in connection
with matters of this desaription. The
only exception is with regard to certain
money Bills, but another place is per-
fectly justified, just as much justified as
we are, in asking for and appointing
a select eommiftee to inquire into this
matter.

The Premier : Who claimed other-

wige ?
Hon. FRANK WILSON :
ber for Subiaco.
The Premier :

The mem-

No.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, he did.
I admit at onee that it seems to me to bhe
unnecessary, and I have very seldom
known it ocenr in Western Aunstralia at
any rate, that we should have two select
committees appointed by the different
Chamhbers of the one Parliament to in-
fluire into one snbject and sit at the same
time. < It seems to me to he a waste of
energy.

Mr, Taylor: A waste of money.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Aund a waste
of money. Because we will have, I sap-
pose, exactly the same evidence called by
both committees and possibly opposite de-
cisions given. .

The Premier: What makes yon think
that?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 say pos-
sibly, because 1 believe that the hon, mem-
. ber is moving for a select committee and
Ministers are supporting him in order to
eounteraet sumething that is going to
happen before the other committee.

Mr. Green: You evidently know what
s going to happen up there.
Mr. Monger: Do not whisper so loud.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member will intimidate the select com-
mittee if he is not move gentle in his
remarks. Why did not the Premier, when
he knew that a select commiltee was to be
appointed in another place, snggest a
joint seleet committee, and then he would
have had the inguiry earried out on the
most economical lines, and the decision
would have represented the opinions of
the memhbers appointed from both Cham-
bers9

The Premier: Beecanse in this Chamber
we do not transaet any business until the
Address-in-reply is disposed of.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
conid have asked to have the matter de-
layed, That is not a valid excuse at all,
People outside will recognise that it is a
foolish excuse to put forward, and it does
not justify the extra expense that will be
incurred by having two seleet committees
to eonsider the same evidence. The Min-
ister for Works had the audacity to refer
to 8t. George’s-terrace in his eorrespond-
ence with the member for York, and he
has the audacity to rise in his place in
this House and refer in terms of seorn
to St. George’s-terrace, and say that St.
George’s-terrace has influenced this ques-
tion from beginning to end. What does
the hon. member mean hy St. George's-
terrace? I wonder that he wonld be seen
“in the terrace, but what does he mean by
his remark? Tn this instance he means
two people, having offices in St. George’s.
terrace, who are interested in this rail-
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way—Mr. Hedges on the one part and
Mr. McGibbon on the other part.

The Minister for Works: You evidently
know more about it than I do.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It is in Han-
sard; it was ventilated last session,
Therefore his scornful remarks in regard
to St. George’s-terrace are a direct insult
to those two gentlemen who are interested
in the construction of this line, and it
scems to me that the hon. member goes
out of his way to insult people.

IOon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): Is Mrx. Hedges in St. George’s-ter-
race¥

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He has an
office in St. George’s-terrace although he
is mosily in Metbourne, but he is a large
landholder and is doing exeellent work
to the east of the lake on the west side
of which the Minister is going to construet
this line. Let me say that there is far
too mueh of the personal element drawn
into this debate. I asked the Minister
last session to do justice to the settlers to
the east of the salt lakes some 200 of them
I was informed at that time, who were
likely to suffer considerably because the
line was being deviated to the west of the
lakes; and I think it goes without saying,
on the Minister’s own admission to-night,
that these people will suffer extreme hard-
ship if they have to use the route which
the Government are adopting. Mr.
Hedges will suffer with them; prob-
ably he will suffer more than any of
them beeaunse he has a larger area under
cultivation, but perhaps he ean weather
through.  The Minister rises and says
that we are all in favour of the westerly
route, and he stated that T am in favour
of the westerly route because of a minute
written by me in Avpgust, 1910, and he
then accused me of denying this minunte
to the present Premier. I admit that I
had forgotten about this minute. I can-
not remember all the minutes that have
been written, but 1 am prepared to be
confronted with my minutes on any ocea-
sion,

The Premier: But you are not always
pleased von have forgotten them, surely.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T think the
Premier might try to preserve the dignity
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of his position semewhat and listen calmly
and patienily when I am explaining, eo-
herently 1 hope, this very minute in con-
nection with which the Minister for
Works aecuses me of advocating this
western route. At the time when that
winnte was written, August 1910, I had
jusi reeently taken charge of the Works
Department, and the Eungineer-in-Chief
in that minute which is headed “Survey
of Wickepin-Merredin railway” said—

I propose to send a party, leaving
Perth on Monday next, to start the
survey of the Wiekepin-Merredin rail-
way. Would you please instruet as to
whether the direet route recommended
by the Advisery Board from Wickepin
is to be adopted, or a diversion from
" Wickepin to Kurrenkutten, via Kulin,
to ¥erredin.

My reply to that was—

Please have the survey made on the
dirert route from Wickepin to Merre-
dir. T have consulted the Premier in
the matter.

That was the direct route as recommended
by the Advisory Board, and yet the Min-
ister acenses me of being in favour of
placing a roler across the map.

The Minister for ‘Works: That is ex-
actly what yon wrote.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Of course it
is what I wrote. Bubt where is the Ad-
visory Board’s recommendation? To the
enst of the Iakes as per the yellow mark
on the Minister’s own map in this Cham-
ber. The Advisory Board never recom-
mended that the line should go to the west
of the salt lakes.

The Minister for Works:
twisted that minute round.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can [
twist it round?

The Minister for Works
twisted round.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: How can 1
twist it? Here is the Engineer-in-Chief’s
minute on the 17th August and my reply
is under it on the 18th August. The En-
gineer-in-Chief asks if he is to make the

.survey on the direet route recommended
by the Advisory Board——

The Minister for Works: The Advisory
Board recommended against the direct
route; it must be wrong.

You have

Well, it is
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Hon., FRANK WILSON: How ecan
the Minister aceuse me of being in favour
of the westerly route on that minute$

The Minister for Works: The En-
giveer-in-Chief. has made a mistake then.

Tlon. FRANK WILSON: No, he says
“the roule recommended by the Advisory
Board,” and if anyone examines the map
he will see that it is a direct route in
contradistinetion to the other route to
Kurrenkutten via Kulin to Merredin,
which wounld take it to the east of Emn
Hill,

The Minister for Works: The diversion
is the Advisory Board’s report.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Min-
ister is trying to wriggle out of it; he
has made an aceusation and he admlts
that he has failed in it.

Mr. Green: You have twisted the
minute,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sorry
the hon. member is nnwell,

Mr. Green: You have been twisting
all your life.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member is twisting, or wriggling, at any
rate, because he is rapidly being eon-
vinced by my argument. I object to the
Minister putting a wrong eonstronction on
my mioute, which was a direct reply to
the Engineer-in-Chief’s minute.  What
direct route did I refer to? I referred to
the engineer’s minnte and that is as plain
as a pikestaff. It says the route recom-
mended by the Advisory Board, yet the
Minister wants to make out that T denied
the minate I had written to the Engineer-
in-Chief when T went to the present Pre-
mier on a deputation in connection with
this matter. Now, my reading of the
whole business is that the Minister wants
to state ithat Parliament has sanctioned
his action in hringing this line {o the west
of the salt lakes. Parliament never sanc-
tioned that action. He wants, further,
to state that Parliameni has sanctioned
his aetion in going outside the 12
miles deviation limit, which is provided
for in the Aet of Parliament giving power
to construet this line, Parliament has
never sanctioned it,

Hon, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter): We are not ontside the deviation.

Mr. Monger: You are,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: If the Min-
ister is not outside the deviation allowed
be is al] right, but I think he is outside,
and if he is, he is all wrong.

Mr. A, A. Wilson: What did Mr, Dag-
lish promise?

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : He promised
to straighten ont the line between Wicke-
pin and Kurrenkutten, the first 26 miles,
if I remember aright. It was in response
to a question by the hon. member, and he
used the words “to take out the curve to
the west.”

Mr. A, A. Wilson: No, I said “the
twist and pot-holes”; those are the words I
used.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What are
pot-holes? The hon. member asked the
Minister to straighten out a certain eurve
in the line, and Mr. Daglish said he would
endeavour to straighten ont the curve to
the west. I quoted his language on a
previous oceasion, when we were debating
this very question; the eurve was to the
west, and it was straightened out; that
was between Wickepin and Kurrenkatten
at the sonth end of the salt lakes.

The Minister for Works: How could
it be at that en@? The line was surveyed
at the time to that point. It was from
Kurrenkutten he started his straight line.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter had promised to take that eurve oul.
T know that very well, and I quoted Han-
sard on that oceasion,

The Minister for Works: He promised
to go direct, the same as you promised ii.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter is making a false assertion again; he
has neo rieht to go on vepeating i1t. I in-
structed Lhat the survey should be made
to the enst of the salt lakes, in aceordance

with the recommendation of the Advisory -

Board, and the Minister for Works knows
it, though he goes on repeating that I in-
structed that it should po to the west of
the lakes. I can lay my bands on the
exact words of Mr. Daglish as recorded
in Hansard—

In January, 1911, when the Bill was
being adopted, Mr. A, A, Wilson, the
member for Collie. asked that the line
should be straightened out. He quoted

Yohn Ewiro« letter, wk'sh or-
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peared in ile Press, a letter whick
. clearly set forib that the line should
be straightened out between Wickepin
and a point 10 wiles south of Merredin
-somewhere in the vieinity of Emun Hill
The words used by Mr. Wilson bear this
out clearly. He wished to have the
westerly c¢urve siraightened out. The
curve the Minister for Works is taking
exception to is the carve to the east of
the proposed route he thinks it ought
to follow, BMr, A. A. Wilson was not
making any reference to the curve
which the Minister for Works thinks is
the one that needs to be straightened
out. AMr. A, A, Wilson asked, “Would
the Minister state whether he intended
to lake full advantage of the ten miles
deviation or whether on the other hand
he wonld attempt to remove the twist
from the route.’ He said “twist,” not
“twists.” The Minister in veplying
evidently understood which twist was
referred to, for he said ke had endea-
voured Lo make it clear that he desired
to straighten out the line as far as pos-
sible. He agreed Lbat Kunjin would
be well served by the constrnction of
the proposed line from Brookton to
that place, Mr. A. A, Wilson had used
that as an argument also, that the line

was going from Brookton to Kunjin,
and consequently there would not be

much necessity for the enrve to the
westward about Kunjin on the route
under consideration, That was the gist
of the whole thing. The people of
RKunjin were considered, even if the
line were earried to the east of Kunjin
instead of tapping it as was first con-
sidered. That being so, I think it is
necessary to put the matter elearly be-
fore the Minister for Works and he
will agree, especiaily it he inquires eare-
fully into the matter, that in the best
interests of the greatest majority of the
settlers in that distriet the line onght to
be carried in as straight a line as pos-
stble from Wickepin to a point some-
where 40 miles south of Merredin.
And then T go on to say that T was away
in the Old Counlry when the matter was
brought before Cabinet, and that it was
considered hy Cabinet and that there was
* =inute on the file signed by the acling
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Premier, Mr, -Gregory, and that 1 pre-
sumed the late Minister for Works was
present on that oceasion and desired to
get definite instructions from Cabinet in
regard o the matter, This is the posi-
tion in a nutshell,

Mr. A, A, Wilson:
political influenee.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Nonsense.
Every day the Minister is reesiving depu-
tations; it is not a question of political
influence; it is a question of deciding on
a route that will serve the greatest num-
ber of settlers and the largest area of
land. The Minister for Werks shounld
know that full well; but he argues, by
inference, that if a depuntation wails on
me, as Minister, it is political inflnence,
and that a deputation that waits on him,
as Minister, of course, has no political
influence, but is something fo get the best
gervice in the interests of the greatest
number.

The Minister for Works: You twisted
with every deputation that eame along.

Hon., FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member has been twisting all the lime he
has occupied his position; he is always
twisting; and it is very easily proved;
he will go on twisting until he vacates his
office.

The Minister for Works: I will not
survey five rontes.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It does not
makter what the hon. member will do;
he will make heaps of blunders; at any
rate he twists my minute, and I thank the
member for Subiace for giving me the
opportunity for refuting the Minister’s
statement.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
futed if.

Hon. FRANK WILSON:
solutely refuted it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: There is Mr, Dag-
lish’s sorvey on the map.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Tt does not
matter about that. What was the Ad-
visory Board’s recommendation?

The Premier: Was it direct?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: What?

The Premier: The line in red on the
map.

It was affected by

You have not re-

I have ab-
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Hon, FRANK WILSON: To the east
of the lakes?

The Premier: I do not care whether
it is east. Is it direct?

Hon. FRAKK WILSON: Is it te the
east of the lakes? 1t is a childish argu-
ment for the hom. member. He knows
very well where tlte crux of the questron
comes in. Tk is a question of whether the
line should go to the emst of the lakes or
to the west of the lakes. If ik goes to the
west of the lakes it means that the settlers
who go back 30 or 40 miles eanmot pos-
sibly get their produce to the railway, be- -
cause they cannot cross the lakes, '

The Premier: You never mentioned
that in the minute.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T mentioned
it in Hansard,

The Minister for Works:
after the elections.

Hor. FRANK WILSON: What have
the elections to do with it? Evidently
elections weigh very heavily with Minis-
ters; they have always got elections on
their minds. Is the hon, member point-
ing now for an election? Let me assure
him that elections never eoneern me one
iota when deciding a quesiion of this sort.

The Minister for Works: You changed
your opinion on that railway.

Hon. FTRANK WILSON: I have never
changed it; it has been there standing for
all time; and if the hon. member will
follow my advice the railway will be con-
strueted on lhe direet ronte as recom-
mended by the Advisery Board,

The Premier: Tt eannot be direct if that
red line is followed.

Hon. FRANKE WILSON:
wier is quibbling with words.

The Premier:
ing to words.

Hon. TRANK WILSON: If there is
any misconception as to the meaning, take
the Bill itself, and take the schedule, and
construet the railway accordingly. There
is no misreading the schedule; here if is—

Commencing at a point in the Wicke-
pin station yard oun the Navrogin-

Wickepin  railway and proceeding

thence in a generally north-easterty

direction for about 36 miles; thence in

a generally easterly direetion for about

That was

The Pre-

You must have a mean-
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" 34 miles; and thence in a generally
northerly direction for about 50 miles
and terminating at a point in or near
the Merredin station yard on the Nor-
tham-Southern Cross railway as more

. particularly delineated and coloured
red on the map marked P.W.D., W.A,,

-+ 15283.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
ory Board’s report.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Tt is not;
it is the schedule of the Bill; the only
authority Parliament has given to Min-
isters to decide a route with the excep-
tion of a deviation ten miles on either
side. Ministers cannot get away from
that. I do not care where the line goes
one lota; it does not affect me; but I
want to see the best route taken to serve
the greatest number and the biggest area
of land possible.

The -Premier : We take a different
attitude; we want it to serve all the
settlers, not a few only.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : How on
eartht ean the hon. member serve all?

The Premier : We are going to.

Hon. FRANK YWILSON : Yes, if the
hon. member lives long enough he is go-
ing to do it; but T do not think his life
will be long enongh. He is committed to
heaps of promises for railways.

The Premrer : We are building faster
than you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The hon.
member has not even got his pace yet;
be has not eot his pace at all; he is wait-
ing to make a start; he is tied down by
his Minister for Works, who has pledged
the country and says he is going too fast,
to build 200 miles per annum. T do not
think he is going to reach balf that mile-
age in the present vear.

The Premier: Te is building faster
than you did.

Hon. FRANK WILSON, That is only
a statement. The proof of the pudding
is in the eating of it. "When we get the
hon. member’s pudding, we will know
what it eontains. But we have the hon.
member’s asserlion that he cannot con-
struet more than 200 miles per annum,
and we have his assuranece, in reply to a
deputation, that he thinks he is building

Is that the Advis-
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rallways too fast. What is he going to
do? He pufs these poor deluded settlers
off with a promise that some day they
will get the Yillimining-Kondinin line
cxtended to the Eastern Railway. I
wonder how many years they are going
to wait for thai extension. We know
that the Yillimining-Kondinin settlers
already are in doubt as to whether they
will get their line.

Me. K. B, Johaston:
kind.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : 1 am glad
that the hon. member is satisfied. He
was not when he waited on a deputation
to the Minister for Works the other day
in connection with the construction of
this line; and, of course, now he is per-
fectly satisfled to sit back and let the
settlers whistle for a railway. We know
that the line, according to the Minister
for Works, cannot be commenced until
March of next year, if it is commeneced
then. We know it cannot be constructed
until a congiderable time after that.

The Minister for Works : That is ab-
solutely untrue.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The hon.
member said it to a deputation,

The Minister for Works : I contend
you are misqueting me.

Flen, FRANK WILSON : I read the
hon. member’s words the other day.

The Minister for Works : For good-
ness sake be eovrect sometimes.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : Bother it,
does the hon. member want me {o read
it again? I do not know whether T have
the paper here or not.

The Minister for Works : T ean cor-
reet you. 1 said [ would start hefore
Mareh.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : No, the hon.
member said he would start in Mareh,
but it might be started before.

The Minister for Works :
would be started before Marech.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Noj; it is in
the paper. Let me read it, if T can find
it. T eano} find it for the moment, but I
have a catting here about Mr. Chinn and
some recommendations of Ministers op-
posite because of political services ren-
dered.

Nothing of the

T said it
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The Minister for Works :
ply you with the extract.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Thanks; let
me quote a few Sentences from it—

He was of opinion that he was doing
too much in the way of railway con-
struction, and becanse he was doing so
much he was getting eriticised. The
deputation asked him to tell them when
the line under discussion wounld be con-
structed. He could start the line within
a week if he had unlimited eapital to
draw upon, but Mr. Piesse would agree
that there must be some limit to ex-
penditure. To start the line to-morrow
they would have to bave new plant and
unew organisation and that would make
the railway too expensive. He had laid
out a plan which he proposed to follow
in connection with the construction of
the different railways. The Northamp-
ton-Ajana railway would be finished in
the course of a few weeks. Thut
organisation wonld then be taken to
the Mullewa end of the Wongan Hills-
Mullewa line. The Quairading-Nunajin
line was being constructed, and he was
going to put up a record in railway
building there.

Always going to do something, and (he

Premier is as bad as his eolleagne.
The Wickepin-Merredin line had been
started at both ends,

After nine mouths.
and as its construction was completed
one part of the organisation wounld go
on to the Brookton-Kunjia line, and the
other on to the Yillimining-I{oondinin
railway. He claimed that he was build-
ing more lines and carrying out (he
consiruetion more economiecally ihan
was the ease previously, and he did not
think it was fair for any hody of elec-
tors to attempt to push him into a posi-
tion in which. he ¢ould not say that he
was doing justice to the Btate.

I do not suppose they were attempting

that.
He had tried w;th the engineers to
ficure matlers out so that he could give
them a definite dafe on which the rail-
way would he commenced, but he had
not been able to get at it as definitely
as he would like. He eould teill the

I ean sup-
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depuatation, however, that the construe-

tion of the railway would be eom-

menced by next March. He reckoned

that when they did gef a start they

would go aleng at the rate of seven

miles per month.

Mr. SPEAKER: All this diseussion is
ont of order,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: What am 1
to understand?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must discuss the motion.
Hon, FRANK WILSON: The motion

is for a seleet committee to inquire into
thls 1a:lway line,

. SPEAKER: That has nothmg to
do w1th the construction of another rail-
way.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Yes it has,
because if this line is deviated as lhe
Minister proposes, it will necessitate the
continuation of the line I am referring to.
The Minister has already sajd in his
speech that this live must be constructed,
and he has put that forward as an argo-
ment why this ronie should be adhered to.
It will take some years before these
settlers ean possibly get any railway
facilities even if the Minister’s scheme is
carried out, and then I want to reply to
the Minister’s remarks with regard to the
distance between the parallel lines,

Mr, SPEAKER: If the hon. member’s
intention is to make these comparisons he
1s in order, but he is not in order in
entering inte any argument as to the rate
of progress made in railway construction,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Surely if 1
ean show that these people who have
changed their views with regard to tle
constroction of this railway line away
towards Emu Hill, and if they have done
g0 on the understanding that they will
get another line within a certain time,
and if I ean show that they eannot pos-
sibly get that line, that is an arpument.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a eomparison
which ean he used, but I eannot allow
members to get away from the matter
under diseussion. The construction of
another line is an eniirely different matter
from the motion under discussion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : The devia-
tion compels this eonstruction and the
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Minister says it is warranted by this con-
struetion.

The Minister for Works :
ing to do with it.

Hon., FRANK WILSON : I am not
asking for the Minister’s ruling. Then
the Minister goes on to say, ‘I told you
the railway would be siarted by Mareh,
and if things go along well we may be
able to make a commencement earlier.,” 1
am not misconstruing the hon. member’s
remarks, I have read exaetly the same
words whielh I read the other night.

The Minister for Works : You said
distinetly on both oceasions that the line
would not bhe started by March.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : T did net
say that; what I said was that in my
opinion il wounld not be started by Mareh.
I can advauce my own opinions, and, T
repeat, if it is to await the completion of
the Wickepin-Merredin line, my opinion
is that it will not be started in Marech.

The Minister for Works : As long as
you keep thai as your opinion it is all
right, but do not say I said so.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : With all
due respect to the hon. member, I am not
voicing his opinion. I wonld not give a
penny for it. ¥ am showing that be is
going to land these settlers, or rather
where he is not going to land them, and
I am now trying to refute the charge that
I have misrepresented him. According
to the files of the department there is
the reply. When T indited the minute to
the Engineer-in-Chief, stating that the
direct line was the line recommended by
the advisory board, and the Minister puls
his rule over that and draws a peneil
line like Peter the Great, the Emperor
of Russia did, when he constructed the
railway between St. Petersburg and Mos-
caw, throngh towns and villages, and be-
cause it is not direet in that sense, he savs,
“T did not mean that” What I wani (o
point out in conclusion is that the ap-
pointment of a seleet committee from this
Chamber to inquire into a matter which
is alreadv the subject of an inquiry by
a select committee in another place and
npon which the Governmenf have their
own representation, is to my mind some-
what derogatory, fo sav the least of it,

It has noth-
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to that Chanther. I do not believe in these
political trieks and the endeavour to out-
wit anather place which in its wisdom
has thought fit to appoint a select ecom-
mittee to inquire into this matter, and
more especially T do not believe in it when
members here absolutely vefnsed the
member for York a select committee a
few months ago. They now propase to
appoint one. Will anyone tell me that
this is a proper political game? If so, [
shall be very mueh surprised indeed.

Mr, B, J. Stubbs: I wish 4o ask if
the hon, member is in order in referring
to this motion as a political trick and a
political game.

Mr. SPEAKER :
tinetly affenstive.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs :
withdrawn,

Hon. FTRANK WILSON : As I am al-
ways obedient éo the Chair, I withdraw
the words to which exeeption has been
faken. I hope that Ministers will be as
considerate as I am when they refer to
people who are outside this Chamber and
cannol answer for themselves. Again
let me say that T take very strong ex-
eaption to the Minister’s methods of con-
tinually easting a slar upon people who
have their business offices in St. George’s
terrace. It sems to me we are going be-
yond our provinee in this Chamber,
whether it be Ministers or ordinary mem-
bers, when we designate in terms of
scorn any section of the community or the
eapital city of Western Australia. We
might just as well refer to the poor selee-
tors in the country—these men who want
raillway faecilities—in terms of seorn, and
say that they should not be considered.
What has Si. Georze’s tervace to do with
it? Why should not T refer to the Trades
Ha11?2 Where is the influence of the
Trades Hall? We see that it is apparent
on many occasions, and here, because
two individuals who are well known re-
sidents of this State, and are doing good
work in settling the lands out east of
this proposed railway route, happen to
have their offices in St. George’s terrace.
the whole Terrace must he eondemned
by the Minister. Can he not take into
eonsideration that there are 198 other

The remark is dis-

T will ask that it he
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seitlers who are interested in this malter.
rather than single out the two who be-
long to St. George’s terrace? If he were
impartial as he would have us believe he
is, he would never have hesitaled eight
or nine months age when the Lon. mem-
ber moved in the direetion of appoint-
ing a select commitiee to have granted
the inquiry then asked for, and he would
have had the evidence which he is now
seeking to get. Instead of this, he is go-
ing to have the matter duplicated be-
cause he wants a seleet committee ap-
pointed by this Chamber. Que would im-
agine that the poliey was enunciated for
the first time in the history of this Par-
linment that these agrienltural lines
should be 25 miles apart and not an ineh
further. Let me point out, however, thal
my colleagne, the member for Northam,
came to that conclusion months and
months before the hon. member ever
thought of or suggested it, and if & mis-
tnke has been made in keeping these rail-
way lines rather too far apart it was not
pointed out by hon. members on the
other side of the House that the mistake
was being made. It is quite under-
standable in a big territory like ours when
we first set out on this agricultural rail-
way problem, we wmight possibly have
thought that 15 miles was a proper dis-
tance for produce to be earried. 1 think
the Royal Commission which sat upon this
question and which has been extensively
quoted on more than one oecasion in con-
neclion with this very poliey, said that
the proper distance to provide between
agrieultural lines was 30 miles, and we
followed that advice. Tltimately my eol-
leagne ecame to the conclusion that we
ought to contract that distance somewhat,
and that although 15 miles as (be crow
flies might be the utmost dislance any
settler would be away from a railway.
he might possibly fnd that the 13
miles would be muoch further and that he
might be seventeen or eighteen or nineteen
miles when he has to follow the tracks or
the roads. And so my colleague an-
nounced, and I have heard him do so on
many oceasions, that in future we ought
to endeavour to bring the settlers to a
point not exceeding 1214 miles from the
railway. system. The Minister for Weorks
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has rightly adopted thal course. I am
bound ito admit that he will not be able
to carry it out mathematically, for you
cannot lay out the country on a chess-
board scale, because you must follow the
confour of the land, I commend him on
his endeavour to keep the settlers, as far
as he can, within the 12V4-mile limit. Let
me say we do not wish to oppose this seleci
committee; how ean we? We advocated
the appointment of such a committee seven
or eight months age, and I am only toe
pleased to find the Minister has at last
backed down from that obstiitate posi-
tion he then took up, and on this occasion,
urged by what infiuence I know not, he
has agreed, because one of his own sup-
porters has moved the motion, that this
select committee should be appointed.
Wheiher this is the resuli of political
influence, ¢r whether it is the outeome of
persnasion by those inlerested and who
have beer waiting npon him recently, or
whether it is due to the force and power
of my friend, the member for York, who
has persistently advocated a proper in-
guiry into the route of this one special
line, T know not. Nevertheless, it is a
step in the right divection. Let us have
the inguniry—-better still would it be if
leave were asked to make it a joint seleet
eommittee with the one already appointed
in another place. Now, a few words wilh
regard to the Wongan Hills-Mullewa line.
‘Here I am bound to say I shall welecome
a further inguiry. I want (o put it
clearly to the Chamber, as I hove on other
oceasions, in regard o this line, that the
promise of the previous Administration
wag, that in order to meef the interests of
the settlers who live to the west of the
Wongan Hills, as soon as we could get
away from the present terminus, and
clear the spur of hills which runs out in
a more or less easterly or north-easterly
diveetion from the main range, we would
draw in and run up towards the northern
@ap, and thence proceed almost due north
on a direct line. This, hon. members will
remember, was due to a foreible debate.
or debates I should say, in connection with.
the proposed construction of this line,
when members on both sides of the House,
ang notably my hon. friend, the member
for Murray-Wellington, advocated {he eon-
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struction of the line on the west side of
the hills altogether.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): He was then a member of the
third party on the cress benches.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: He urged the
coustruction of this line to the west of
the Wongan Hills altogether. It was de-
cided that the line should go on the east
side of the hills. I am satisfied that is
the proper route to take. I am not alto-
gether satisfied, however, that the line
should be slewed out into practically a
semi-cirele away from (he hills before it
proceeds on its northerly route. However,
I am not going to dispute the attitude of
the Minister for Works. He says be in-
structed the inspecting engineer for sur-
veys to inquire personally into the matter,
and that he is now acting on the recom-
mendation of that officer. However, I am
satisfied that, like myself, he will be
pleased that a select committee is to re-
port on this proposed deviation also. If
it be found in the interests of the settlers
to the east, which I doubt to seme ex-
tent, that the line should be slewed out
sa far from the Wongan Hills, then let
it be construcied according to the decision
arrived at. My idea is that the line ean-
not serve those settlers who lie so far away
to the east, some of them thiriy or forty
miles distant, and that they must eventn-
ally be served by a spur line to tap the
country, or if not a spur line, at any rate
a line to pass through that territory and
carve down to couple up with the eastern
rdailway system. I congratnlate the Mini-
ster on his wolte-face in regard to this
matter, on the point that at last he agrees
that an independent inquiry should be
made into the deviation which he has him-
self already decided npon, and I only hope
that when he gets the report of the select
committee—not that I maintain that two
such bodies are required—he will be pre-
pared to aet upon them.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret): 1
have listened elosely to the debate, but
1 have failed to find any argument to
justify the appointment of a seleck com-
mittee of this Chamber at this juncture.
Something must have happened sinee the
21st of last December, when the member

-
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for York moved a similar motion. The
waotinn imaved by the member for York
dicd nol embrace the Wongan Hills-Mul-
lewa line. 1t was a distinet motion deal-
ing with the Wickepin-Merredin railway.
The whole of the arguments advanced by
the member for Subiace in moving this
motion, and in endeavouring to convince
hon. merabers of the necessity of carrying
the motion, were in favour of inquiring
into the route of the Wickepin-Merredin
line. e pointed out that there was little
or nothing ever said abont the other line,
and, admittedly, he addressed himself to
the more serious subject of the two. We
bave already one branch of the Legisla-
ture dealing with this question as a select
committee of members chosen from that
House, and I think those hon. gentlemen
should be well capable of dealing with
the subject. If this Chamber is satisfied
that they ave not capable of dealing with
it, the reasons for the belief in that in-
capacity must be largely based upon their
political views. If that be so, I am con-
fident that there is at least one hon. gen-
tleman on that committee who will voice
the views of this side of the House. The
personnel of that committee is known to
this Chamber and I think I will be in
order in giving it. The members of that
committee are Hon. C. A. Piesse, Hon.
R. G. Ardagh, Hon. V. Hammersley, Hon.
C. Sommers, and Hon. H. P. Colebatch,
the mover for the seleet committee. Now
why should this Chamber duplicate that
work unless, indeed, there is a desire on
the part of members of this side of the
House to appoint a select committee at
this stage as a counter-blast against the
committee already in existence? I ean
thoroughly understand my friends oppo-
site desiring a 'select committee on this
question, becanse they desired it last De-
cember, and in my opinion there was a
justification” for it at that time.  The
route had not then been decided upon,
but the Minister for Works with the con-
currence of Cabinet has now decided upon
the ronte which the line is to foltow, and
T venture to submil that the report of a
select committes will not alter the hon.
member’s view in that regard. What will
be the nature of the report of the seleet
committee other than to show whether
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the Minister has been right or wrong in
his judgment? 1 am not going to enter
into any personal elements in conneetion
with this question, but T want to know
where is the justifieation for duplicating
the work and for ineurring additional ex-
penditure unless we are satisfied that the
select committee appointed by another
hranch of the Legislature are incapable of
faithfully dealing with the question, and
truly reporting to their own Chamber?
The Minister for Works opposed this very
motion last December, and the voting is
in Mansard. The Minister was solidly
supported by his party, while the member
for York was solidly supported by the
party sitting on his side of the House.
The numbers were twelve in favour of
the select committee, and twenty-five
against. Now I say that there should
have been a $elect committee appointed
then if there is any justification for one
now. This for two reasons. In the first
place the member for York believed an
injustice was being done to a certain sec-
tion of his electors, and he thought that
at that stage a select commitiee might
prevent that injustice being earried out;
because had the select committee been ap-
pointed before the work commenced and
before the Clovernment had decided de-
finitely on the route, the Government must
have been influenced by the report of that
select committee. But now the route has
been decided npon, and I would ask are
we satisfied or convinced by the state-
ments of the Minister for Works to-night
that if the report of the select committee
to he appointed by this Chamber, and of
the select committee now sitting and in-
vestigating this very proposition, be ad-
verse to the route decided upon, will he
alter it? That is the point. T have not
heard from the Minister that he will do
s0, and I want to know why this select
committee has been decided npon afier
the matter has been thrashed out in Cab-
inet and resolved upon. We find the

member for Subiaco, a supporter of this.

side of the House, moving for something
which the hon. member and the Ministers
on the Treasury benches objected to last
December.

My, B. J. Stubbs: You objected to it
glso.
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Mr. TAYLOR: 1 took no part at all
in the discussion last December, nor did
I record my vote, because I believed there
was a justifieation for an inguiry at that
stage. And when I believe there is jus-
tification for an inquiry and a possible
doubt about pecople getting justice, I am
not, for party reasons, going to ohject to
the subject heing investigated.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: You said the other
night that you always voted for party.

Mr, TAYULOR: Yes, when a matter
affects the party; but when the party is
whipped on non-party lines, I am not
going to support it, When my party are
supporting their prin¢iples, whether they
are doing it correctly or not, and it is
legitimately a party guestion, then I sup-
port it.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs:
pinch.

Mr. TAYLOR: When the hon, mem-
ber lifts them out of a pinch as often as
I have dong, he may be justified in speak-
ing of it.

Mr. Thomas: How many holes have
you got them out of ?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not going to say
how often T have got them out of a hole.
I find them to-night in the somewbat awk-
ward position of asking for a seleet com-
mittee which they refused last December,
when there was a possible chance of the
select committee doing something in the
interest of seeing that justice was done
to the whole of that section of the com-
munity before a decision was arrived at
hy Cabinet,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is the rea-
son for having a select committee now?

Mr. TAYLOR: I want to know why
the Government want a select committee
now? It is indeed a vietory for my op-
ponents to know that my colleagues have
to give them now what they refused them
last year. I hope that before a vote is
taken a Minister who understands the-
position and whe knows why a select com-
mittee is desired, will give reasons for
duplicating the work now proeeeding, and
state what the justifieation is for ap-
pointing a eommittee now when the Gov-
ernment claimed there was no justifica- ,
tion for it last year.

They were in a
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Mr. BROUN (Beverlev): I regret
that there has heen so much controversy
in regard to the route of this Wickepin-
Merredin railway, and although a great
portion of it passes throngh my cleetoralie,
1 have vefrained from saying anything in
this Honse becanse my knowledge of the
distriet and of the Aet autherising the
railway was nol as great as thal of the
leader of the Opposition and the member
for York. They have been acquainled
with the posiiion from the beginning, and
therefore 1 thought they were quite cap-
able of doing their best in the interests
of the settlers m that distriet. But I can-
not refrain from saying a few words fo-
night in regard to the position the Mini-
ster for Weorks has taken up in earrying
the line along the ronte shown on the plan
in this Chamber, When T aecompanied the
Minister and other members through that
district, we jJjourneyed through the best
country, and the trip gave Mr. Johnson
a very good knowledze of what the coun-
try could produce. After hearing the ap-
reals of ihe different deputatious from
the setilers. T thonght lie could not have
done otherwise than construet the line on
either of the two surveved routes, either
the one in the schedule of the Act or
No. 3 marked in yellow. The Minis-
ter said that he was coustructing the rail-
way so as fo serve the whole of the peo-
ple and bring them as nearly as possible
within the 12V%-mile radius, The radius
taken from these hines is as the erow flies,
and we have only to glance ai the map
and notiee the distance between the Braok-
ton-Kunjion and Quairading-Nunajin
lines to find that a namber of settlers on
the west side of Wogerlin will be distant
at least 15 miles from the railway as the
erow flies. Therefore, T eonsider 1hat the
railway should have been constrocted ac-
cording to the sehednle of the Aet, and
if that bad been done it would not have
been diffieult for the Minister to have built
the Brookton-Corrigin line five or six
miles further north. That would have
Wogerlin within the 121 mile radius.
There is another peint I would like to
emphasise in regard to this. When these

Jsettlers “in the Kurrenkntten area took
up land in that distriet, they selected

-to appoint a seleet committee,
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according to a plan, shown in (Cathe-
dral-avenue I believe, showing the
railway passing through that area,
and in taking up that land they had
to pay a greater price than they otherwise
would have done if thev had known ithat
the railway was not going to follow that
ronte, Therefore, I consider those set-
tlers have a god claim against the Gov-
ernment to have the railway taken to the
distriet of Kurvenkutten according to the
promise made by the previons Govern-
ment.
Mr. Green: Why?

Mr. BROUN: Because when a settler
sees a railway marked on a Government
plan, he natarally expects that the pro-
mise of the Goavernment will be earried
out. If the promise is not performed. the
least he would expeet from the Govern--
ment is that the value put on that land
shonld he reduced to a certain extent.

Mr. Green: The Isperance settlers
have liad a plan for about ten years;
what about them? ‘

My, BROUN: If the line is going on
the direcl route the Minister shonld give
consideration lo those Kurrenkutten set-
tlers. With regard to those in the Ema
Hill, Wadderin, and Moont Arrowsnfith
distriets, I have veceived a number of
complaints from the settlers about not
being given railway facilities, and through
me they are urging upon the Minister
for Works te have the Yillimining-Kon-
dinin line extended as soon as possible;
they have even snggested that the line
should be commenced from Nunajin, They
think that if that is done they would be
served much more speedily and would he
more satisfied, but as it is, these settlers
will have fo wait about two vears for
railway communieation, and will have ta
eart 25 and 30 miles hefore the Yilli-
minning-Wondinin line is extendeqd to the
zoldfields railwax. The least that ean be
done now in my opinion, is for this House
We will
expeect good results from it, and I hope
that the expectations will not end in dis-
appointment when the two select com-
mitfees have sent in their reports.

My, S, STUBBS {(Wagin): T am ris-
ing to support the appointment of this
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select committe, not because T am at all
interested in the rounte beyond desiring to
see justice done to every section of the
persons who live along the proposed route.
But my chief reason for rising is that the
Minister for Works stated distinetly that
political influence compelled the previous
Government to alter the route on several
oceasions, and 1 think a grave charge
like that warranis further inguiry. I
think. and 1 hope it will be proved, that
the Minister was wrong in making that
statement, and 1 sincerely trost that the
committee will investigate everything in
connection with that railway from begin-
ning to end,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister} : The same thing has been said in
regard to this side.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Ii is a great pity
for the honour of this House that political
charges are made by either side in con-
nection with matters that should be above
political tnfluence, 1t seems to me that
Parliament is being dragged in the dust
by the innuendoes and charges that are
being made.

The Premier: Youn are always talking
on that side of the House about purity
and about the Government being control-
led by an outside body.

Mr. S, STUBBS: No oune has ever
heard me make charges such as I have
heard made in this Chamber, The debates
eonld be carried on without hints that
political influence has been brought to
bear in the manner that such hints have
been thrown about from the Government
side,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) ; Did you never hear them in the
other Chamber?

Mr, S. STUBBS: YNo.

Hon. W. €I, Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): Well, there have been plenty of
them.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Two wrongs do not
make a right. We have appointed a com-
mittee and T take it the majority of
members appointed to it will be from
gentlemen on the Ministerial side of the
House. Let us suppose, for the sake nf
argument, that the eommittee appointed
by this Honse bring in a report different

811

from that snbmitted by the select com-
mittee in another place.

The Premier: What grounds have yeu
for making that statement?

Mr. S. STUBBS: I am only stating a
supposititions case. What then will hay.-
pen to the line? Will the Government
continue with the Minister’s route?

The Premier: Absolutely, until
House turns us ont.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Notwithstanding that
an adverse report may come from the
committees appointed by this House and
another place?

The Premier: We are satisfied as to
the reports.

Mr. 8. STUBBS: Well, then, it is
merely wasting time and money to have
this inquiry at all. I think it is a great
pity that the Premier admits now that, no
matter what the report may be, he is
going to adhere to that roule. It is non-
sensieal and fareieal to have the com-
mittee appointed.

The Premier: That has vot been the
object of the committee in anolher place.

Mr. S. STUBBS: 1 bave no idea of
the reasons that actuated the appoiut-
ment in another place,

The Premier: Certain charges were
made against the Government.

Mr. S. STUBBS: Then this move to-
night i3 to eounteract them?

The Premier: The same charges have
been made here to-night.

Me. Taylor: They made those charges
in December last.

The Premier: They ecould not have
been made last vear; the route was not
altered then

Mr. 8. STUBBS: To come back to the
Premier’s statement that it does not mat-
ter what {he deliberations of the com-
miltee may be, the Government are going
on with lhe route they have adopted, I
for one should not eare to go on that
committee and waste my time if no notice
is to be taken of ihe report. That is a
phase of the question that actuated mie
in rvising, and T also desired to sy that it
was ot nice of the Minister for Works
to assert that political influence had been
brought to bear on the previous Govern-
ment o’ have so many surveys made. T

this
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hope that the Premier will not persist in
the action he proposes, namely, that he
will construct the line along the route
adopted, even if the committee’s report
is adverse. I am sorry that he is going
to take up that attitnde,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It is very amusing to hear the
hon. member rise with that innocent re-
mark about accusations being throws
from this side of the Chamber, when re-
peatedly personal attacks have been made
npon members on the Government side.

Mr. S, Stobbs: You have never heard
me make them,

Heon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Accusations have been thrown
out repeatedly in regard to these two
railways. In the first place the accusa-
tion has been made that the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa deviation was made for the
express purpose of serving some political
supporter of this side of the House. It
has been said in another place. I want
to say here that the alteration was made
entirely on the report of a departmental
officer, a wman who was sent out for the
express purpose of inspeeting the land
and seeing that the people had justice
done to them; and on his report, and on
his report only, was the deviation made,
So far as I am peérsonally concerned, as
the -Minister for Works stated just now,
in recommending that officer’s report to
be adopted I did not know of one person
who had land on the eastern side of the
Wongan Hills-Mullewa railway. Tt was
an officer we all had confidence in, Mv.
John Muir, the Inspector of Engineering
Surveys.

Mr. Monger: T aceept him.

Hon, W. (C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : If anything is wrong in ve-
gard to the devialion proposed to be
made it vests on the shoulders of a de-
partmental officer who should give an un-
biassed and reliable report. In regard to
the other insinuation, has it not been
thrown out repeatedly thronghout the
State on every conceivable oceasion that
the Wickepin-Mervedin railway route has
heen altered for the express purpose of
serving land held by the Minister for
Works? :
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Mr. Monger: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : I say it has, and the member
for York has been one who has done it
repeatedly. .

Mr. Monger: I have never made any
such insinuation that the line was devi-
ated for the interests of any Minister.

Mr, SPEAKER : I would like to point
ont that it is not permissible to interrupt
a member spesking. Explanations must
be made after the member who is speaking
has resumed his seat.

Mr. Monger : May I have five minutes.
after he has spoken?

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member may

"have that.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) :If I have said anything the member
for York can take exception to I withdraw
it, but the general public have been given
to understand that the alteration has been
made for the express purpose of serving
land owned by the Minister for Works,
when those who make these insinuations
know well that, no matter where the rail-
way goes, whether it is the line surveyed
by the late Govermment ov the line sur-
veyed under instructions from the pres-
ent Government, it will make neo difter-
ence whatever so far as the land of ihe
Minister for Works is concerned.

Mr. Monger: So far as I am eoncerned,
may I refer the hon. member to my re-
marks when spenking on the Addvess-in-
reply ¢

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the member
for York will not again interrupt the
member for East Fremantle. THe may
make any personal explanation when the
hon. member has resumed his seat.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : My reason for rising is to point
out that insinnations have been thrown
ont repeatedly in regard to these two de-
viations; and, seeing that is so, I think
any hon, member is quite justified, when
the honour of those whom he puts trust
in for the time being to administer the
affairs of the State is at stake, in seeinu,
if he is supporting the party, whether the
insinuations are true or otherwise; and if
they are true it is his duty to take such
action as will remove those persons from
their responsible offices. It is stated that
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refusal was made in December last to the
member for Yotk for a select committee.
Things have been altered enlirely since
then. ‘The very line they were objecting
to was not in existence; the survey was
not made; it is an entirely different sur-
vev now; as a matter of fact, it is almost
impossible to know what was the survey
at that time; if anyone looks at the map
he will see the mumber of surveys made.
Seeing that is so, how is it possible to
say that the select committee asked for
to-night is to deal with the very gquestion
that the member for York asked for a
select committee eoncerning in December
last?

Mr. George: What is the select com-
mittee for?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : It is to see that the railway is to
be constructed in the best interests of the
people of the State.

Mr. Monger: Hear, hear; hear, hear.

Mr. George: You are the first man who
has said it

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : It is to go further and see that
those who have taken part in the altera-
tion of the route have taken no action
with any ulterior motive, and to see that
what has been done has been in the best
interests of the State and the settlers on
the land. I maintain the member for
Snbiaco is guite justified in moving the
motion, and T am pleased indeed members
opposite are willing to give it their sup-
port.

Mr, ALLEN (West Perth): The Pre-
mier made an jnterjection when the mem-
her for Wagin was speaking that no mat-
ter what the report of the select commit-
tee might be the Government intended to
pursue a certain aection. I want to give
an intelliment vote on the question. If
that is the inteniion of the Government
T fail to see the need for a committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan) :
Not by way of interjection, but by a de-
liberate statement I again desire——

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member
rising fo speak?

The PREMIER: Yes, to address my-
gelf to the House. I want to say that
whatever nmay be the result of the select
rommittee the Government are taking the
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respoustbility of their aetion in straight-
ening up this line and building on the
route as shown on the plan in the Cham-
ber. If members of the Chamber are not
satistied with that aetion then they can
take any step that is neeessary, but the
(GGovernment are not going to be controlled
by the decision of a select committee on
matters of this kind when they have made
all inquiries.

Mr. Monger: 1 say vou are absolutely
wcorrect there,

The PREMIER: The hon. member
might content himself for a moment if it
is possible. We have made inquiries and
have had adviee from onr departmental
officers, and we are satisfied that the action
we have taken is the correct one, and, as
a Government, we are satisfied to take the
responsibility.

Mr. Allen: Then why have a select
committee?

The PREMTER : Will the hon. member
ask those supporting bis party in another
place the necessity for a select committee?
But I will answer his question. Certain
charges have been made. The member for
York, though he may deny it, said on the
Address-in-reply that it must not be for-
gotten the Minister for Works had land
on this railway.

Mr. Monger: Yes, and I repeat if.

The PREMTER : Yet the hon. member
admitted jusl now that he never meant
that the Minister had that in mind when
he came to a decision on this route. The
insinvation implied by the hon. member
was that the Minister was led to come to
the coneclusion to straighten up the line
becanse it would serve his personal in-
terests. These statements have nob only
been made here, but have been made in
another place, and in the country, and at
Liberal Club meetings and Liberal rallies,
and other places. There have been accusa-
tions against the CGlovernment; and the
member for Subiaco is as much concerned
about the decision arrived at by the Gov-
ernment as are members of the Cabinet,
and has a right to satisfy himself that he
is supporting a Government that is acting
honestly. The accusations that have been
made by members opposite are to the
effect that we have not acted honestly and
uprightly in this matter.
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AMr. Monger: 1 say you have not.

AMr. SPEAKER : I will ask the hon.
member to behave himself and vefrain
from frequent interjeetions.

The Minister for Lands: Is the mem-
ber for York in order in saying that ihe
Governmment have not acted honestly?

Mr. SPEAKER: T did not hear the
hon. member for York say that.

My, Monger: If I did, I withdraw it.

The PREMIER : The question that we
have to consider is whether it is neces-
sary, in the interests of the Government
which the member for Subiaco supports,
to allow these eharges to go unchallenged.
I consider that a select committee from
this Chamber, which is a party House and
which does not deny that it is a party
House, can have members from hoth sides
of the House on a select committee that
can get all the evidence required and sub-
mit a report. Another place has called
for a select committee. but it claims it
is not a party House, though it is rather
remarkable that on the Address-in-reply
four of the five members of their select
committee voted for the amendment to the
Address-in-reply, which amendment. was
a direet vote of want of confidence in the
Government. Having that in mind, and
having in mind also the eontention of the
leader of the Opposition that there was a
probability of the two select committees
arriving at different decisions, which we
were pleased to hear from that gentle-
man

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is there not n pos-
sibility ¢

The PREMIER: The hon. member did
not say it in that way.

Hon. Frank Wilson : I id not say there
was a “probability.”

The PREMIER: The hon. member used
the word “probability.”

Hon. Frank Wilsen: I did not,

The PREMIER : The hon, member has
apparently Dbeen eonferring with the
gentlemen of another place.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You know that is
not ecorrect,

The PREMIER : I said what is eorrect.
T interjected, “How &id the hon, member
know it was probable”?

Hon, Frank Wilson: T did not say it
was “probable.” :
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The PREMIER: In these eirenmsiances
then the hon. member 35 asserting that
either this select commiliee, or the com-
mittee apointed by another place. is not
going to give an honest decision.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Nothing of the
sort.

The PREMIER: The hon. member dis-
tinetly stated in his remarks that they
would both call the same evidence, yet he
says there is a probability of each com-
mittee arviving at a different decision.
What does that mean except that on the
evidence which the two committees have
alike the committee will come to an hon-
est decision and the other committee to a
dishonest decision,

Hon, Frank Wilson: You can get two
juries to come to opposite decisions,

The PREMIER: Very often it all de-
rends on what side of polities yon are on.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You should be
ashamed of yourself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. Frank Wilson: Well, there is a
lot of provoeation; the Premier ought to
be ashamed of himself.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
seems burt; I do not know why; I did not
gay anything reflecting on the hen. mem-
ber.

Mr. George: You said it was a question
of politics with a jury,

The PREMIER: The hon. member also
scemns hurt.

Mr. George: 1 would say something
stronger than what the ex-Premier said.

The PREMIER : You can say anything
vou like.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, George: The hon. member ought to
be ashamed of himself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. George: Very well, Mr. Speaker,
but T have my feelings all the same.

The PREMIER : Hon. members will get
on a pedestal. Let me again repeat that
the Government are responsible for their
actions. They have arvived at a definife
decision in connection with the route of
this railway between Wickepin and Merre-
din, and they are responsible to Parlia-
ment for their actions, and the select
committee, if T understand the member for
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Subinco correctly, is to salisfy the House
whether the Government have acied dis-
honestly, as has been asserted against them
by innuendoes, or whether they have acted
in the inierests of the country.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Would not the obher
seleet committee have given an honest re-
port?

The PREMIER: I am not denyiog it.

The Minister for Lands: T have very
considerable doubts myself.

The PREMIER: Notwilhstanding the
statement made by the leader of the Op-
position, this Chamber is directly respon-
sible to the people for undertaking works
and finding the money, and is essentially
responsible in that diveetion, and members
should satisfy themselves without any
other Chamber. This House is direatly
responsible and essentially responsible to
the people for the works we undertake in
their name, and that being the ease we have
no vight to be satisfied beeause o select
committee is appointed in another place if
accusations of dJishonesty arve charged
against the Government. The Government
consists of six prineipal Ministers, five of
whom sif in this House, and ave respon-
stble through this Chamber to the people.
Every memher of the Chamber who wants
to uphold the dignity of the Governmeni
of the country has a right, when these
charges are made. to see them proved or
dicproved. That being the case no mem-
ber, even sitting in Opposition, eould ob-
jeet to the seleet committee moved by the
member for Subiaco.

My. Monger: Answer those auestions of
mine.

The PREMIER: The bhon. member
knows this is not the time for submitting
questions or answering them. T have an-
swered several questions asked by the hon.
member, and apparently siven complete
satisfaection, and that heing the case, why
does he press for further information? I
believe that neither select committee, from
the standpoint of the cost to the country,
is warranted, thal is from the standpoint
of a Cabinet Minister, but I want to ask
members if they are satistied. If there
is an hon. member who is not satisfied,
and who feels in his heart that we have
acted unfairly or dishonestly, as some have
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stated, it is bis duty to assist the House
in appointing the seleet committes, and
I am pevfectly satisfied the decision will
be arrived at thot we have acted with only
one object in view. Let me now come to
the question of the Wongan Hills-Mullewa
deviation, The line, as proposed by the
previous Government, was to be taken in
a westerly direetion immediately after
Wongan Hills had been passed, and would
eventually have run a distance of 35 miles
from the existing Midland railway line.
Taking 124 mtles as the limit a settler
should be from rvailway ecommunieation,
as the erow flies, that would leave a space
of 10 miles that would not be served
Will Parliament be prepared to find n
huge sum of money to expend on the Bol-
gart railway, only to serve five miles on
the other side?

Me. S. Stubbs: No.

The PREMIER: We look at it from
the point of view of taking it out to a
certain distriet that would be left per-
manently without railway eommuhbiecation,
leaving space for the extension of the
Bolgart line in order to bring settlers with-
in 1215 miles of railway communication.
Let me point ont that the Mervedin-
Dowerin line has been so altered that
there are no less than twe places where
people will be 18 miles nway from it as
the erow flies, and T do not see any pos-
sibility of them being served. There may
come a time, after Parliament has served
all the other districts, when it may turn
its attention to those who have been-over-
locked, but that time, I am afraid, is a
long wayv ahead and we want to avoid re-
peating a blunder of that kind., Let hon.
members look at the map whieh hangs on
the wall of the Chamber and take two
points info consideration. The first is
that the Wickepin-Merrvedin line is to be
a trank railway which will take produce
from the Great Southern line to the East-
ern  Goldfields, and consequently by
straightening it np it will go further
eastward and serve a distriet that would
not otherwise have been served. It must
be remembered that every ton of produce-
carried over a railway has to be paid forat
per mile, and we do not want to build a
railway that is going to leave seftlers un-
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served and provide for the carrying of
produce a greater distance than is neces-
sary. May I point out that the same thing
arises in conneetion with a proposition
that the member for Toodyay knows of
well, I hold the opinion that we can serve
the distriet and at the same time shorten
the railway considerably and so save any
amount of hanlage to the settler by giv-
ing him a more direct route to the market.
We are also providing for 60lb. rails on
that line, Why? Because this Parlia-
ment and the previons Parliament decided
that it was going to be a trunk line and
as such the route should be made as direet
as possible, keeping in view the serving
of the sattlers.

Mr. Monger: I think the membher for
Cue said it was a terrible mistake to use
601b. rails.

The PREMIER: The Government are
of a different opinion. In view of the
facts I have stated, and in view also of
the promise made to those people who are
further east of railway facilities, I do not
think that any member can complain.
Naturally enough, some of those who will
be some little distance from the railway
and who would have been closer had the
line been constructed as shown in the
original plan, would naturally complain,
but what about the poor beggar of a set-
tler living 17 or 18 miles from the rail-
way and who is brought nearer? It is
impossible to bring every man’s back door
to the railway line, and if we are going to
bring every settler within 1214 miles, I
think we have done our duty to the set-
tler and to the eountry as well. On each
occasion that a deputation has waited
upon me, I have told them definitely that
we nre not a’bit coneerned about the start-
ing or the finishing point, or what town
it will serve; the only thing we are con-
cerned about is the bringing of the people
who are prodocing the wealth of the
conntry at least 12%% miles from railway
communication, and we propose to con-
tinue that poliey until Parliament other-
wise direets.

Mr, 8. Stubbs: That is a good poliey.

The PREMIER: That is the renson
why the Government eame to this con-
clusion, and we believe that it is fair to
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the country that they should know the
true position, and the Select Committee
from this House can hest throw light on
that position.

AMlr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
I have listened to nearly all the speeches
which have been delivered this evening
and I have only lately found out the veal
reason for the motion. The member for
SBabiaeo, in submitting the motion, really
gave no reasons why the committee should
he appointed, but the motive has heen
supplied by the Premier, who has prae-
tieally told the House that the select eom-
mittee 15 desired to take upon itself white-
washing funetions, Certain charges have
been made presumably against his Gov-
ernment and have been scattered broad-
cast through the couniry, and the Premier
desires that these charges shonld be in-
vestigated and either proved or dis-
proved. If thai is the reason why this
motion hns been put forward, why not
have instituted a Royal Commission, and
let the thing be gone into thoronghly? I
know the silly statements that have been
made in regard to the land held by the
Minister for Works. It has been stated
that this route was deeided wpon because
it will best serve the Minister’s land; but
the Minister for Works himself has told
me that whichever way the line went it
would serve his land equally well, and I
am quite prepared to acecept his state-
ment. Another similar rumour is that
the deviation has been decided upon
out of private spleen on the part
of Ministers against a certain gen-
tleman who owns large interests in the
district. But all this furnishes no renson
why the time of the House should be taken
up, as it has been this evening, with a
mation to appoint a select committee to
enquite into the deviation of the line.
What the Premier desires is that the dev-
iation or the non-deviation of Ministers
from the striet line of political honesiy
should be proved.

The Premier: I said if the Chamber

desires it.

Mr. GEORGE: Exaectly, but why not
have put it in a form which the House
would understand at once? We are asked
to appoint a select committee, and from
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the speeches made T gather that this is
regarded as a sort of counter move against
the select committee appointed by another
Chamber,

Mr. Underwood: By an interested
party. .
Mr. GEGRGE: I do not care. Surely

members have a right to their own
opinion, no matter on which side of the
House they sit, I think the Premier will
be sorry he let fall that nnfortunate re-
mark about juries, to the effect that their
verdict might depend upon their politics.
We know he never meant anything of the
sort, but at the same fime it hurts, whether
hutrled at this side or at the other. I am
further concerned in this matter with the
statement made by the Premier that the
Government have gone into this question
thoroughly, have taken evidence and ar-
rived at a decision; and if I understand
the Premier aright, even if a select com-
mittee appointed by this House were to
bring in a finding against.the route de-
cided upon by the Government, the Gov-
ernmnent intend to go on with i, so long
as they ean get the support of members
sitting on their side. If this is the atti-
tude taken up by the Government, why
should we wauste time in debating these
matters at all? Surely politics have not
got down so low that, because of. a tem-
porary majorily, we are to be told by the
leader of that majority that the minority
are not to he regarded. Who so lond as
the hon. member in declaring for the rights
of the minority when he sat in Opposi-
tion? T hope the Premier will take counsel
with himself, and will regret that be has
practieally iold the House. that he intends
to go on his way, no matter what the re-
snult may be. T can quite understand the
Minister saying that the reason why they
desire a select committee which was re-
fused in December last, is to be found in
the altered circumstances. No one eould
charge him with inconsistency on that
score. We know that with the passing of
time come developments which way fur-
nish good reasons for an alteration, The
Premier tells us that no matter whether
or not the committee endorse the action
of the Governwment, it is intended to go
on with the eourse they are pursning. T
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say it is a travesty, it is an absolute .in-
trusion vpon the rights of the people of
the State that any Government should de-
termine that, regardless of the opinion of
a body of men who will have made a
thorough and impartial inquiry, they shall
pursue the course previously adopted.

- Mr. Monger: Tt proves them the curs
and cowards I bhave called them.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I ask that the hon.
member withdraw the words “euars and
cowards.”

Mr, SPEAKER: Did the memher for
York use those words?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, he did.

Mr. Monger: If 1 did, I withdraw
them.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Are we not en-
tatled to an apology for an insult of that
kind 9

Mr. GEORGE: The leader of the Op-
position made a remark in reference to
what wounld happen in ecase of different
conelusions being arrived at by the select
committees appointed respectively by
this Chamber and the other. The Jeader
of the Opposition says he nsed the word
“possibility,” and I think the Premier ean
accept that. There is a possibility of
differences of conclusion being arrived at
even on the same evidence pui before
different persons.

Mr. 8. Stfibbs: And honestly, too.

Mr. GEORGE: Yes, every member
knows that if an accident oceurs in the
street it is almost impossible to get two
eye witnesses to agree upon the delails.
One from his position sees the thing on
one side, and the other from guite a differ-
ent point of view. You could take five
men oué of this Chamber, and subse-
quently select another five, and give both
committees the same opportunity of get-
ting evidence from the same witnesses,
sitting separately, and the eonelusions
arrived at would show some difference. In
the main the conclnusions might be tie
same, but in details there would be a
difference. The Premier was asked io
state what wonld happen in the event of
different conelusions being arrived at, and |
I hold that as Premier he should answer
that question. Assuming the two com-
mittees sit and bring in different conclu-
sions what are the Government to do?
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* My, Underwood: Follow the cbnclusiou
of the committee of this House.

Mr. GEQRGE: That, of course, would
be following out logieally and consistently
the policy whieh belongs to that side,
namely, that only one Chamber shouid
exist. But so long as the second Chamber
does exist, I maintain that neither the
Government nor anyone else shonld with-
hold respect from its decisions. When
the Premier tells us that no matter
whether even the committee of this House
bring in a conelusion adverse to the Gov-
ernmenl, it is intended to take no notice
of it, we come back to the question asked
by the member for Mount Margaret, when
_he said, “What is the use of the loss of
time and expense in dealing with this?”’
Then we come back to what was said by
.the member for Mount Margaret-—what is
the use of putting the country to the loss
of time and great expense that these com-
mittees will involve? If the Government
are so0 very sensitive about these lrrespon-
sible statements concerning Mr, Hedges
and Mr. Johnson—they may be honesily
believed by the man who makes them, but
in many cages they have no foundation—
if the Government are really honestly dis-
turbed by any of these things, which are
only a few of the many they will experi-
ence before ihey are finished, why do they
not ask for a Royal Commission?®

The Premier: We are not a hit dis-
‘turbed.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, why make snch
a fuss?

The Premier: We are not making a
fuss,

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier made
enough fuss for half a dozen. I am
guite prepared to vote for the select eomn-
mittee, but as the motion is now worded
1 eannot see what the commiltee arve going
to do. They are to inguire inio the de-
viation of the Wongan Hills railway, anid
alse the Wickepin-Merredin railway, and
if they do the work thoroughly they will
not finish before this session ends, and
perhaps not before the next session be-
gins. To go into the matter thoroughly
they will have fo investigate from one end
of the line to the other. They should
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interview nearly every seitler along that
route and he satisfied that those settlers
are being properly attended to, and are
nei being robhed. And for hon. members
to say in an airy sort of way that the
inquiry is only a matier of a few days—-
why, no Parliamentary words I can nse
would deseribe such a statement. To go
thhoroughly into the ins and outs of the
building of that railway is a matter for
experts, not for members of Parliament.

The Premier: That is not the point of
the motion,

Mr. GEORGE: I have been trying lo
agecertain the point. The point 1 have
learned from the Premier is that he wants
a whitewashing committee. The member
for Subiaco said he wanted a seleet com-
mitiee, but Le did net tell us on what
grounds, whilst the member for Mount
Margarel said that there was no necessity
for duplicating expense,

The Premier: I am not looking for a
halo anyhow. I will get one from your
bead. '

Mr, GEOQORGE: The houn. member’s
head is far better prepared for a halo
than mine. Halos are generally around
the heads of bald men, I do not think
it i3 neeessarv to say any more on the
motion.

Question put ond passed.

Ballot taken and a select committee ap-

‘pointed consisting of Messrs. K. B. John-

ston, ¥. Monger, A. N, Piesse, R. H. Un-
derwood, and the wmover (Mr. B. J.
Stubbs), with the usunal powers, also with
power 1o move from place to place: to
repart on the 20th August.

RILL—SUPPLY (TEMPORARY AD-
VANCES), £150,254.

Returned from the Legislative Council
withont amendment.

House adjourned at 11.8 p.m.



